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Real discounts

for real farmers

Real farmers need more than just a charge card,

you deserve a card with genuine discounts

PORTERHIRE

Porter Hire

0800 650 600
www.portergroup.co.nz

o

Up to 20%
L]

discount oss
heavy earth works and
construction equipment
hire
RURALCO TOGETHER WITH ITS SUPPLIERS
SAVING YOU SERIOUS MONEY
CUSTOMER COPY / CONDITIONS APPLY

Check the Ruralco website for full
discount details

BRIDON
Bridon NZ Ltd

0508 274 366
www.bridon.co.nz

12.5%

discount off
all your chain
and wire rope
requirements

RURALCO TOGETHER WITH ITS SUPPLIERS
SAVING YOU SERIOUS MONEY

CUSTOMER COPY / CONDITIONS APPLY

Check the Ruralco website for full
discount details

Upper South Island

Automotive Solutions Blenheim
Imagine Designs Takaka
Richmond Flooring First

Smart Engineering Richmond
The Gun Shop Motueka

Total Mechanical Motueka

Federated
Farmers

0800 FARMING (327 646)
www.fedfarm.org.nz

Pay your annual
membership or purchase
contracts with your
Ruralco Card

RURALCO TOGETHER WITH ITS SUPPLIERS
SAVING YOU SERIOUS MONEY

CUSTOMER COPY / CONDITIONS APPLY

Check the Ruralco website for full
discount details

HOUSE A—I.EE"MEI.

House of Travel
0800 713 715

www.houseoftravel.co.nz
Book your next
Easter break
with your local
experienced
travel team

RURALCO TOGETHER WITH ITS SUPPLIERS
SAVING YOU SERIOUS MONEY

CUSTOMER COPY / CONDITIONS APPLY

Check the Ruralco website for full
discount details

Central South Island

DISCOUNT
Brownies Mattress Direct Christchurchl0%

Laser Vision Eye Clinic 3.5%

)
o

Stihlshop Timaru

-

Tapper Industries Leeston
Ultimate Broadband

o o0 oe

Watson Contracting

Don’t have a Ruralco Card? Call now and start saving

0800 RURALNZ (787 256)

www.ruralco.co.nz

GDOI

L.

0800 RURALNZ (787 256)
Www.ruralco.co.nz

l 2 ¢ per litre*

discount off the pump
price at Mobil Service
Stations everyday
nationwide

*Discount current as at 20 October 2014
RURALCO TOGETHER WITH ITS SUPPLIERS
SAVING YOU SERIOUS MONEY

CUSTOMER COPY / CONDITIONS APPLY

Check the Ruralco website for full
discount details

N
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TyreLand

0800 4 Tread (487 323)
www.tyreland.co.nz

5-15%

discount off all
agricultural
tyres

RURALCO TOGETHER WITH ITS SUPPLIERS
SAVING YOU SERIOUS MONEY

CUSTOMER COPY / CONDITIONS APPLY

Check the Ruralco website for full
discount details

Lower South Island

DISCOUNT

u

Dunnes Flooring First Oamaru
Ludemann Spraying Contractors Oamaru 10
Milton Hammer Hardware

Polythene & PVC Products Gore

v
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Southern Saddlery Winton
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Southland Batteries Invercargill

Rural

Real dittounts for real farmers




CO nte ntS FEBRUARY / MARCH 2015

Features

2 Balancing farm profitability
with environmental
sustainability

10 Health and safety reform to
bring changes on farm

18 Exciting arable future for
Ahitana Farm

32 Why do we garden?

44 Combining tourism with
coastal farming

Profiles

13 More thanjusta
showroom
Mico Plumbing

Balancing farm profitability with 7 b 23 Stay safe and visible

environmental sustainability Work Oufitters
31 Looking after the kids

Southern Cross

37 The trickis knowing your
fabrics
Elite Embroidery

41 Animals deserve quality
care too
The Vet Centre

51 Robot dispenser gives
pharmacy the edge
Life Pharmacy

Regulars

< ety 7 Sharing our message
Health and safety reform’ Exciting arable future 15

: o Enzootic Pneumonia
to bring changes on farm for Ahitana Farm

27 Back to basics

39 Thoughts from across
the rivers

49 Tech Tips

53 Fuel prices continue to fall
57 Ruralco News

58 Classifieds

ﬂ ON THE COVER:

RealFarme

The Burdon family
from Glen Dene
Station at

Lake Hawea

Why do we : y Combining tourism
garden? “# with coastal farming

Rural p
DISCLAIMER: Allinformation contained within Real Farmer is to the best of the author's knowledge true and accurate. Opinions expressed are those of the author and ‘\\?
not of Ruralco NZ Ltd. Items herein are general comments only and do not constitute or convey advice. This publication is issued as a helpful guide to cardholders.



FEATURE

Balancing far
orofitabiliy




Changes to the farming
landscape across Central
Otago largely due to the
Tenure Review process, the
increase in dairying and
growth in tourism, coupled
with falling prices, a lack of
confidence in the industry
and increased on-farm
costs, has seen many high
country stations shy away
from the traditional sheep
and beef model in favour of
recreational pursuits. And
nowhere are the changes
more evident than Glen
Dene Station on the shores
of Lake Hawea.

BY ANNIE STUDHOLME

Once known as the Home of Icebreaker running
approximately 8,000 merino sheep at its height,
merinos have now almost entirely been replaced
with a large deer operation, cattle, winter dairy
grazing and cash crops (like lucerne, barley and
silage), as owners Richard and Sarah Burdon look
to diversify their operation in a bid to safeguard
the property for future generations.

For the Burdons, it's about striking a balance
between farm profitability with environmental
sustainability through careful planning and land
management practices, while capitalising on Glen
Dene’s SLAM (Significant Landscape Amenity
Measure) factor.

“It's always a battle. We love where we live and

we choose to live here but it needs to make
money, it can't just be a beautiful place to live,
says Sarah."It's been a bit mad for a few years,
running around putting the plans in place, but we
are getting there. We are really excited about the
future moving forward!

Aside from the farming operation, which includes
4,000 composite sheep (and decreasing), 280 beef
cattle, 750 breeding hinds, 300 velvet stags, 700
replacement deer and around 70 trophy stags, the

Burdon’s have diversified into tourism operating
the Lake Hawea Holiday Camp and a successful
trophy hunting and adventure tourism business,
maximising their unique location being only one
hour from Queenstown’s international airport as
well as their own skill set. Both love people and
love entertaining, and what's more, they're good
atit. It makes for a chaotic life full of challenges,
but one they both relish.

Richard oversees the day-to-day running of

the farming operation, ably supported by head
shepherd Colin Anderson, who has been at Glen
Dene for 27 years. They also employ five other
staff and casual musterers, as well as specialised
internationally rated guides for the hunting
business. The camp is Sarah's domain, utilising her
extensive tourism background, while being full-
time mother to their two children, Georgie (11)
and Charlie (10).

Richard is the third generation to have farmed the
iconic lakefront station. Located just five minutes
from Hawea township on State Highway 6, Glen
Dene Station covers 5,974 hectares, running

from the neck south between Lakes Wanaka

and Hawea to its border with Mt Burke Station
near the township. Purchased by his grandfather,
George Burdon in 1929—the very same year

a start was made on the main road through to
Haast—Glen Dene Station was part of the original
Mt Burke Station until it was subdivided in 1979
with Richard's parents, Jerry and Lesley Burdon,
moving to take over the running of the northern
portion (now known as Glen Dene Station).

Having lost large amounts of its lower country
when Lake Hawea was raised in 1958 for
hydro-electric storage, development on

the fledging property was slow. Over time
amenities such as staff accommodation, a
woolshed and cattle yards were built, fences
erected and land cultivated.

FEATURE
Well-suited to merinos, Glen Dene built an
enviable reputation for producing fine, bright
well-nourished wool of high quality and quantity
with the stud playing an important role in
providing sheep that would thrive in a higher
rainfall under high country conditions. Growth in
commercial deer farming, which was then still in
its infancy, saw Glen Dene branch out with the
first deer fences and deer yards put up in 1984.

After leaving secondary school, Richard spent
time in Australia working as a jackaroo on merino
studs before returning to Lincoln University to
complete a Diploma in Farm Management then

BELOW: Rising one year old bulls on Rocky Point looking
across to Dingle Burn Station

BELOW LEFT: Looking across Glene Dene towards Silver
Island and Dingle Burn Station

OPPOSITE: Burdon family with spikers in the background

setting off on his big OF travelling and working
overseas. He returned home to Glen Dene in

1994 as a shepherd and the following year started
managing Wilkin Vale, a freehold flat land property
which they owned for a time at Makarora.

“Well-suited to merinos,
Glen Dene built an enviable
reputation for producing fine,
bright well-nourished wool of
high quality and quantity.”

Richard's wife, Sarah, grew up in Clare, South
Australia, where her father and grandfather were
well-known Merino breeders. A chance meeting
in 1987 when Jerry and Richard visited her father
regarding rams sparked off a friendship, which
later blossomed into a romance a decade later
when Sarah came to New Zealand as part of her
eco-tourism degree.

REAL FARMER



4

FEATURE

The couple married in 2000, with Sarah
exchanging life in the bustling Australian tourism
industry, where she had worked as both a travel
agent and a hostess on boats in Queensland,

for farm life here in New Zealand. That same

year the pair took over the management of

Glen Dene Limited initiating a family succession
plan which was finally completed last November
(2014)."Although it was a long process, the
general workings were done back in the 1990s
so everyone had a clear plan and goals we were
working towards. Sometimes it just takes time to
resolve these family businesses, explains Richard.

“In a bid to protect the unique
hill environment, steep
gullies, beech forest and
waterways have been fenced
off, and they have also fenced
bush margins in the deer
farmed areas.”

Glen Dene also entered Tenure Review, the
process whereby the Crown brought back land it
wanted for conservation and ecological reasons
and which farmers used for grazing in exchange
for the opportunity to freehold land they had
farmed under Crown or Pastoral Lease, in 2000
completing it in 2007 with around 2,000ha of
Glen Dene returned to Crown control as well as a
number of covenants put in place together with
public access tracks and easements. "At the end
of the day, it was a good outcome for Glen Dene
and a good outcome for the Crown!

In the early 2000s a focus on productivity led

to the Burdons leasing more land. Their plan
was to increase merino numbers, with the aim
of reducing the wool micron of the ewe flock
to 18.5 micron, as well as developing a new
breed called the fine merino composite (half
dohne merino with quarter merino and quarter
finn). At that time the majority of their wool clip
went to Icebreaker as well as relationships with
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Smart Wool, John Smedley and Loria Piana.
“When | returned home (in the mid-1990s) almost
all of the farm's income was derived from merino
wool, but with Tenure Review, falling wool prices
and a lack of confidence in the merino industry,
we soon realised we had to start looking to
diversify into other options; says Richard.
Increasing the deer operation was the logical
next move.The industry looked positive and
they fitted our land class really well and fitted the
growth patterns of the farm.Mid-altitude land
previously the domain of merinos now became
home to breeding hinds. The hills keep them fit,
the natural vegetation provides excellent cover
for calving, and they thrive on the native and over
sown cover. They are often integrated with ewes
and cattle, explains Richard.

Keeping the bracken fern, horatium, toot and
sweet briar at bay is a constant battle especially
on the intermediate hill country. Richard

hopes to develop the bracken fern country
over time, doubling its carrying capacity. If

done successfully, he believes it could increase
the stocking rate by two to four stock units a
hectare but it's not a cheap undertaking. “It's
much like a paddock rotation; we do what

the budget allows and are aiming to develop
2,000 hectares into a 15-year rotation. It's a slow
process but it's giving us results”

The Burdons have also ploughed thousands

into 212km of new fencing and more than

70km of four-wheel drive tracks which provide
good access for guided hunters, farm work and
the increasing range of recreational activities.
Despite the development, they've ensured it
hasn't come at the expense of their conservation
efforts. Through work with Dunedin-based land
consultants Landward Group, of which Richard is
a director, the Burdon's have become inherently
aware of the importance of conservation values.
“They're worth twice the as much as farming
values so if you have high conservation values
and look after them it can pay off,’says Richard.

In a bid to protect the unigue hill environment,
steep gullies, beech forest and waterways have
been fenced off, and they have also fenced bush
margins in the deer farmed areas. Land unsuited to
stock is being planted in exotic and native plants.

The Burdon’s management practices and efforts
in combining economical farming, conservation
and tourism drew national praise when they
were announced as Supreme winners of the
2008 Otago Ballance Farm Environment award,
followed with the Supreme winners of the
Ballance Farm Environment and Minister of
Agriculture Scholarship in 2009.

Despite all their hard work, failure by the meat
and wool industry to provide farmers around
the country with sustainable returns along

with increased pressure from local and regional

ABOVE: The Burdon family from left Georgie, Richard,
Charlie and Sarah
BELOW LEFT: View inside the Lake Hawea Camping Ground

BELOW RIGHT: Richard looking at an irrigated barley crop
on their leased land




ABOVE: Second cut lucerne with the Sentential Peak
Mountains in the background

BELOW: The view of Lake Hawea from the camp ground

government through the Resource Management
Act (RMA) and district plans, has forced them

to look off-farm. “We have diversified away

from farming because the returns are not good
enough. In tourism you set your own rates and if
you're good at what you do then you should be

successful, but in farming you're told what you're
going to get and you still have to pay the freight
both ways. The lack of understanding from local
and regional councils is also a huge risk to farming
down here; says Richard.

In addition to Waitoa, a four bedroom holiday
rental accommodation they run in Hawea,
some lunch tours and occasional farm stays, the
couple’s tourism interests grew significantly with
the purchase of the lease of the Lake Hawea
Holiday Park in 2009 after more than 40 years in
the Cotter family.

“The timing couldn’t have been better with the
children now growing up. We owned the land
behind it and it was a great opportunity to buy it
and incorporate some of that land into the camp
in the future, says Sarah.

Sarah oversees the running of the business and
marketing, while a manager is employed to take
care of the day-to-day management. Coming from
a tourism background, she knew there was more to
the camping ground’s success that simply taking a

booking. Although they haven't made any sweeping
changes, they have steadily been improving the
grounds and facilities which has found favour with
campers of all ages, especially families. In time, Sarah
hopes to better utilise the facilities, its beautiful lake
frontage and sheltered location for special events,
groups, weddings, retreats and family getaways.

Over the years Glen Dene has been home
to various hunting outfits stalking pigs, wild
chamois, and red stags at high altitudes,
but recently the Burdon’s have focused on
developing their own clientele through

FEATURE
Glen Dene Hunting and Fishing regularly
attending hunting and fishing shows in the
United States.
Hunting is big business in New Zealand with the
industry bringing in $45 million of revenue to
economy annually. Clients range from eight to
nearly 80, from Alaskan helicopter pilots to truck
drivers that have worked hard earning $18-520
an hour all their lives; the one thing they have in
common is they all share a passion for hunting,
explains Richard.

Sited between two World Heritage sites, Glen
Dene offer unparalleled hunting experiences
stalking everything from trophy chamois, red
deer, arapawa rams, south pacific goats, tahr and
fallow deer. It also has concessions for hunting
on other private land. Currently they produce
around 70 Glen Dene-bred trophy stags to
supplement the wild take.

Sarah’s love of food and wine and consummate
attention to detail ensures no stone is left un-
turned with all needs catered to, especially for
those non-hunters in the travelling party.“We
really do love that side of the business; that's part
of the reason we are heading in that direction.
Our future energy will be devoted to the hunting
and camping ground, fully integrating the deer

operation so we breed and rear our own deer,
reducing sheep numbers, running our own beef
herd and increasing the cropping programme, "
says Richard.
With farming changing constantly, he says
farmers have to constantly review and challenge
what they are doing to make sure what they're
doing is profitable.“Going forward, it's about
keeping it simple, focusing on profit rather than
production, simplifying our farming systems
and reducing costs so we can enjoy this magical
place where we live”

REAL FARMER
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GREAT NEWS
RURAL MID
CANTERBURY

You may now be in coverage
of an RBI broadband tower

(Government Rural Broadband Initiative).

Farmside fast broadband is amazing! Video call loved
ones abroad, buy a kids playland on TradeMe or do your
internet banking in a jiffy. It's a world of possibilities
literally at your fingertips.

Farmside, your rural connectivity provider is proud
to be rolling out REI broadband in your area.

Your area is
now covered!

inxn

Your area is
now covered!

RBI Wireless Broadband

*79

(30GB peak data and 15GB off peak data)

Call us now on oBoo 32 76 74 to connect or to find
out if your property is covered.

farmside

connecting rural nz

rarvel chanpes
Sarvices e dubject
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COMMENTARY

Sharing our message

It always amazes me how many people say they didn’t know about an event or deal or

some other information which | know has been sent to them.

NEAL SHAW, GROUP CEO

It is obvious they haven't read the
correspondence we have sent and | have to ask
why? Is it apathy or are we overloaded by the
sheer volume of information we receive everyday
through a variety of media and mediums?

A University of Southern California study

has found that we are bombarded with the
equivalent of 174 newspapers worth of data
every day. Compare that to the estimated 40
newspapers of information per day we received
in 1986 and it's not hard to see why we now filter
the information which comes our way.

Email, social media, 24 hour TV, mobile phones
and the internet all have their part to play in the
information overload we experience. And this
doesn't include the information which still comes
through our mail boxes, either subscribed or
unsubscribed to.

Is it apathy or information overload with not
enough time to read what we receive? Is it a
matter of information only being digested on a
need-to-know-basis?

“Our challenge is to find the
most effective way to share our
information with members, in
a way that is easy to digest and
understand.”

“Are we overloaded by the
sheer volume of information
we receive everyday through

a variety of media and
mediums?”

While we obviously feel bombarded by this,

it seems we are also part of the problem. The
same study estimates we each send a much
greater volume of information than we receive.

In 1986 we sent around two and a half pages of a
newspaper each day. Now with new technology
this has sky-rocketed to six whole newspapers
(around 85 pages per newspaper was the analogy
for the study) every day.

As a business, we share a lot of information, and
consequently we are contributing to this growth
in information sharing. We use social media; we
have our website; a variety of publications; we
text message and we email out information about
deals, discounts and events we are running or
attending.

Despite this we are still constantly asked about
why we did not promote certain deals or an event
even though the information has been shared.

A good example of this is Ruralco and its fuel
offerings. We are often asked why members do
not know about the discounts available to them
or how the Ruralco card works. This is despite
many media releases and plenty of publicity
around the business and its launch, including five
seminars held in Hinds, Mayfield, Methven, Rakaia
and Ashburton. Sadly only 50 people attended

in total. Despite these efforts I still have people
saying they do not understand the Ruralco card
18 months later.

There's a generational element to this problem
too. While there’s little opportunity to escape the
technological age we live in, it doesn't necessarily
come easy to all of us. Some of us grew up in an
era with no computers or mobile phones. Many of
us in this category are still happy to flick through

a newspaper or find a telephone number in the
phone book.

EEF

While we have this mixture of generational
experiences, there will continue to be both
technological and tangible information
options available—all of which makes it
difficult for businesses and organisations
looking to inform their members, clients and
customers.

Our challenge is to find the most effective way
to share our information with members, in a
way that is easy to digest and understand. When
there is so much competition for information
sharing, we have to make sure our news gets to
those who need it while remaining competitive
and current.

I am always interested in hearing your
opinions on these matters and would
welcome any feedback.

BELOW: Neal Shaw, Group CEO

REAL FARMER
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quality We have everything you need to decorate.
Enjoy Ruralco discounts and a quality Resene finish on your project.

pa “t 327 Burnett Street Ph: (03) 307 6510 Unit E4, 1 Radcliffe Road, Ph: (03) 323 4492
° 4 McArtney Street Ph: (03) 577 9200 190 Thames Street Ph: (03) 433 1211
172 Crawford Street Ph: (03) 477 6566 &7 Gorge Road Ph: (03) 442 4152
21 Medway Street Ph: (03) 208 1350 83 Victoria Street Ph: (03) 313 7326
278 Main South Road Ph: (03) 344 5158 38 Marshland Road Ph: (03) 385 5082
31 Victoria Avenue Ph: (03) 218 2385 8 Elizabath Street Ph; (03) 688 4723
234-236 Lichfield Street Ph:(03) 363 3703 Unit &9 Whiteleigh Avenue Ph: (03) 343 3990

advice

69 5t Vincent Street Ph: (03) 548 7110

Or visit one of our 50 North Island Resene ColorShops!

@ i [= Rgsene

curtains 0800 RESENE (737 363) wwwi.resene.conz  the paint the professionals use

wallpaper

s,,jj SA‘_,JE’ |
ON|EVERYTHING|FOR)Y QILJHIIMI':
LU CIWE D ELIVE RYEYINSTALT

MANCHESTER,
APPLIANCES HOMEWARES, SPORTS, OUTDOORS,

& COMPUTERS  CARPET & FIOORIHG MOWERS & HEATING

St, RICHMOND Fr: 5435080 EUERYTHING FOR YOUR HDME
0-134 Beach Road, KAIKDURA Fh 50
5 lombo 5t Mega$5
| Bush Inn Megastnre Riccarton 0 | Northwood Megasiore

| 38 Kermosde 51, ASHEURTON 911015 Stafford St, TIMARU
128 Eden 51, ﬂ.ﬁM.ﬂ.FILI i Andersons Bay Road, DUNEDIN v
100 Leven 51, inwncmu-r OWkSL OOREm 203 802 Mke.g rlz'quy

PLUS CHECK OUT MORE ONLINE AT WWW.SMITHSCITY.CO.NZ
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SHOP & SAVE AT
PLACEMAKERS

Did you know, as a Ruralco Cardholder you can get

discounts on selected products at PlaceMakers?

Thats’s right, the team at your local PlaceMakers are there to help you choose anything
you might need from sheds to tools, bathrooms, kitchens, hard landscaping & more.

Rural
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nunm.mmms PlaceMakers
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Health and safety
reform to bring
changes on farm
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In the ensuing investigation it quickly became
apparent work place procedures and safety
processes were sadly lacking, falling far short of
the minimum standards Australian and other
western nation miners could reasonably expect.

Following the recommendations of an
independent taskforce on workplace health and
safety, and the Pike River Royal Commission,

the government created “Working Safer'—a
blueprint for workplace health and safety reforms.

It contains proposals that promise to make

New Zealand equal with other western countries
to ensure workers in all fields are more likely to
come home safely at the end of the day.

These changes have been captured in the Health
and Safety Reform BIill, now working its way
through Parliament and likely to be in place by
mid-2015.

The farming sector has been warily eyeing the
Bill and its implications, knowing very well the
sector sits near the top of an unenviable list for
the level of workplace injuries and accidents,
claiming on average 20 farmers and farm
workers a year.

Ashburton based health and safety consultant
Cindy Meadows has been engaging with the
rural sector for over two years in her role as
director and founder of Unigue Solutions.

Cindy has drawn on her extensive experience in
the meat processing sector developing safety
procedures and policies. Ten years ago the
industry was forced to address health and safety
issues. It now sets benchmarks and standards
that provide some useful templates for the
farming sector.

‘| think we are seeing farming at about where
the meat sector used to be, and just starting to
recognise that something needs to change, and
looking at the methods and means to affect that
change,’ she says.

As a Ruralco Supplier providing advice to
cardholders on health and safety issues, she has
been heartened by the level of interest from
farmers in the region wanting to instil a stronger
culture of safety into their businesses.

“Most farmers have that desire, but what really
frustrates them is knowing where to start
from. They hear all the media stories about
quad bike accidents in particular, but rather
than being a motivator, that can actually scare
you off from making changes that will prevent
such things happening. What they want is
constructive, easily accessed information on
how and where to start”

She applauds the work done by WorksafeNZ and
DairyNZ to provide such resources to farmers

on how to lay down a foundation of health and
safety practices.

“There is also a real willingness among
WorksafeNZ staff to try and better understand
the issues individual sectors like farming face
when it comes to instilling those standards.
It's less of a‘policeman’approach and more of
a consultative, collaborative attitude which is
really appreciated”

The two groups have developed website
information sources that are regularly updated
with latest developments, with Worksafe
promising to keep industry informed as the Bill
makes its way through Parliament.

A comprehensive background is also provided
on what exactly the bill means, and why it is
developing the way it is (see accompanying
article).

“Before you would have to try and sift through a
lot of separate material to try and find what you
needed”

Her meat industry experience highlighted the
need for health and safety buy in across all levels
of the business. Successful processes did not
only include the process workers on the floor
conducting what was often the most dangerous
work, but also buy in from their supervisors,
middle and upper management too.

While a processing plant’s footprint is far more
compact than that of an extensive pastoral
farming business, setting the principles

and processes in place remains a ‘must do’,
regardless.

Cindy will typically visit a farmer client and
conduct an audit including interviewing them
and their staff to get a gauge on how deep the
operation’s health and safety culture is already
embedded.

From there she can identify actions that need to
be taken and processes to review the plan once
itisin place.

“It could be you just do a quarterly review on it.
Most farmers would prefer something like that,
rather than a five hour review once a year!

In addition Cindy also runs monthly health and
safety forums as part of her relationship with
Ruralco as a supplier.

Recently the forestry industry launched its Forest
Safety Review which provides a full blueprint for
the industry to instil a culture of safety from the
point of felling to final timber processing.

Cindy said she would welcome an industry
specific framework for farming, given the
industry’s own unique challenges.

Staff awareness of health and safety is also
proving a valuable catalyst for farmers wanting
to bring more formal processes and procedures
to their business.

"It is certainly greater than it was 10 years ago,
and you do notice it when you have an older
and younger generation together at my forums,
perhaps it is just that the older generation have
got away with things when they were younger,
so now don't always see it the same way!”

She believes worker engagement is vital,
particularly under the reforms proposed.

The Bill aims to ensure workers are required
to take some personal responsibility when on
the job for their own safety. This reflects a key
requirement in the Bill that health and safety
is the responsibility of everyone who is on the
work site.

FEATURE

Health and
Safety Reform
Bill:

What it means

The reform bill aims to
ensure New Zealand
brings down its
workplace accident and
injury rate.

On average 75 people a year die in the
work place, and 10% of workers are
harmed, with another 600-900 dying from
work related diseases. Farming and forestry
claim two of the top spots for workplace
death and injury —in 2012-13 19 farmers
were killed on the job, and the sector is
likely to be a focus for getting the Bill's
reforms in action quickly.

Some key points:

Primary Duty of Care: Person
Conducting a Business or
Undertaking (PCBU)

This is a key part of the reform, with PCBUs
being the entity or person in best position
to control risks to work health and safety.
They have the primary duty under the new
law for workplace safety.

In farm situations contractors visiting who
are self-employed will have a“‘duty of care”
themselves to take reasonable steps to
ensure their safety. However the farmer will
also be required to take reasonable steps
to ensure their safety ie identifying any
risks and hazards the contractor would not
know about.

PCBUs and Primary Duty of Care

The Primary Duty of Care will require all
PCBUs to take “reasonably” practicable
steps to ensure workplace safety.

This encompasses all aspects of the
environment’s plant, systems, handling,
facilities, training and monitoring of health
and conditions. PCBUs cannot contract out
of their Primary Duty of Care responsibility,
and have to work with other PCBUs
involved in a workplace, coordinating
responsibilities.

Workers and their duties.

Responsibilities for safety will be shared,
and workers will be required to ensure
they too take “reasonable care”to do so.

REAL FARMER
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Mico for all your
RURAL PLUMBING
supplies

pglleed Plumbing - Bathrooms  www.mico.co.nz




PROFILE

I D T R O

More than just a

showroom

Mico is reshaping its bathroom and plumbing business,
with a new emphasis on supplying trade plumbers and
farmers wanting anything from pressure fittings for the
dairy shed to irrigation cables and valves. sy Linoa cLarke

Ashburton Store Manager Todd Walker said

the new face of the business embraced both
bathrooms and farming needs alike.

Mico has a long relationship with Ruralco, with 50
branches nationwide. New owners Fletchers have
moved the large pipe business to another arm

of the company and Mico Bathrooms and Mico
Plumbing have been reborn, with a mix of old and
new staff, a new look showroom and a growing
clientele including trade plumbers and farmers.
“Our business model has totally changed and

we want people to know about our new focus.
We can service farms, and we've got all types of
pressure fittings, dairy cylinders, irrigation cables
and alkethene pipe. We've got a lot of valves for
trades and the like, and we have a good working
relationship with Hydroflow and Apex!

Apex designs and makes control valves for

low and high pressure hot water and filtration
systems, and also manufactures a big range of
float and reservoir valves for the agricultural
industry. They are known for their long-lasting
and hard wearing components.

Hydroflow is the distribution company for Apex
and other products. Hydroflow distributes many of
the world's leading industrial brands, selected not
only on product innovation but also on quality and
technical support.

He said building relationships with trade
and farming customers was important and
Mico wanted to be known as trusted and
reliable suppliers.

Mico has its own exclusive range of tapware,
vanities, showers, baths and toilets; biggest sellers
include Raymor, Adesso, Kodler and Hansgrohe.
Whether a total bathroom overhaul is needed, or
a small change, skilled staff can recommend the
right piece depending on the scale and budget
of the project.

For big jobs, customers should book an
appointment and bring their plans with them,
including dimensions of the room to be renovated
and with existing electrical points and drains.

Todd said bathroom make-overs usually required
the assistance of a plumber, electrician and
builder and Mico staff could hook customers up
with good tradespeople. Wet areas must be built
and installed correctly, so getting the right builder
or plumber is key.

The exclusive products Mico supports are
the result of over 100 years of experience and

ABOVE: TOP A bathroom showroom

ABOVE: Todd Walker, the Ashburton Store Manager
MAIN IMAGE: Mico Plumbing can cover all of your
plumbing needs from the dairy shed to the home stead

knowledge of plumbing products and brands.
Supporting a select few quality suppliers gives
Mico the advantage of being competitive on
pricing and stock availability; with genuine back-
up if needed.

m P’umbf'"g Locations nationwide

Tel 0800 844 448
www.micobathrooms.co.nz
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“Best crush on the market.”

— Massey University Equine & Farm Services

Your durable and affordable entry point
to safer, faster hoof care, Static unit.

WOPA STANDARD® age shown with additional options)
Heawy duty trailer unit offers road-safe
W D Pﬁn MO BI |_ E@ transport over distances. Go anywhere!

Treat more cows with less effort using this

WOPA PRO® full hydraulic unit. Get the professional edge.

WOPA STANDARD®
WOPA FROM $4,950

Plus GST and Freight

Sold and supported by

o
W®@D{|®ﬁ PRICE INCREASE HELD BACK - BUY TODAY WITH OUR EASY PAY OPTIONS!

LD wooraeseecausts  Phone 0800 833 463 or visit www.veehof.co.nz

TRIMMING SERVICES  EQUIPMENT  TRAINING - SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR COURSES

GForce Max - Power to Perform

For all your glyphosate needs talk to ATS today

GForce Max®

« High strength liquid Glyphosate

= Rainfast within 20 minutes with addition of penetration e.qg.
Highway. Safe to use around waterways. Utilises latest
developments in surfactant technology trialled and proven
in New Zealand

R — + PACK SIZES: 20LT, 100LT, & 1000LT
Fior 17l comral o mmary arrus’

e et e 20LT

CoEE— $17900

0800 BUY ATS /0800 289 287

Ashburton / Methven / Rakaia www.ats.co.nz
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Enzootic Pneumonia

Pneumonia refers to inflammation and infection of the lungs.

ARTICLE SUPPLIED BY IAN HODGE. BVSC.,,MACVSC. VETENT RIVERSIDE.

It can affect all grazing animals and is often more
prevalent in autumn and winter as the seasons
change from warm consistent temperatures
to warm days and cold nights. Sheep are
commonly affected by pneumonia, and in
New Zealand it is a leading cause of reduced
lamb growth rates sometimes by as much as
50% relative to unaffected lambs. As well as
reduced growth rates, slaughter downgrades
become much more common in affected
lines of lambs. Cattle can also be affected by
pneumonia throughout the grazing season.
Affected cattle become ill quickly and soon
develop a characteristic “laboured breathing”
clinical sign which is diagnostic for pneumonia.
Sheep pneumonia is a complex disease. In

New Zealand two forms of pneumonia are
recognised: These are chronic non progressive
pneumonia which is often seen in lambs 3-10
months of age and acute fibrinous pneumonia
which is seen in sheep of all ages. Chronic non
progressive pneumonia results from invasion

of damaged lungs by viruses and bacteria. The
infection establishes because local immune
systems in the lungs and respiratory tract are
compromised by stressors placed on the animal
or the respiratory tract. Such stressful events

include cold wet nights, droving sheep in dusty
yards, changes in nutrition, poor animal health
(lungworm), shearing, lack of shelter etc.

Once established, viruses may further predispose
the lungs to secondary invasion by bacteria. In
combination, viruses and bacteria will damage
healthy lung tissue and so reduce the ability of the
lungs to exchange oxygen and carbon dioxide.
Ultimately this process reduces an animals' growth
rate and can result in death in some cases.

“Pneumonia is a disease that,
at least in sheep, needs to be
prevented rather than treated.”

When animals become severely stressed and
the lungs are invaded by more potent bacteria
the severe form of pneumonia may occur. In this
situation abscesses will form throughout the
lungs, the outside lining of the lungs will also be
affected, and eventually the bacteria will invade
the animals'blood stream resulting in the sudden
death of that animal.

The classic situation for pneumonia to develop is
in late summer early autumn. It may be dry and
dusty and there may be a feed shortage. Ewe

hoggets may be brought in to yards for drenching
or other treatments and they may have been
previously shorn. They may be held in the yards
for a few days. In this situation the risk of these
animals developing acute pneumonia is high.
Because respiratory infections can be infectious
through aerosolisation (coughing) many animals
can be affected in a short period of time and the
number of dead animals can be significant.

Pneumonia is a disease that, at least in sheep,
needs to be prevented rather than treated.

Avoid droving lambs in hot dusty conditions.
Maybe the yards can be dampened down prior
to use to reduce dust. Hold lambs close to the
yards to reduce the distance they have to move.
Maintain a good drench programme to eliminate
lungworm as this can be a predisposing factor
for pneumonia. Keep lambs healthy through
consistently good feeding avoiding peaks and
troughs in feeding levels. Maintain a good
weaning protocol to keep stress down and
ensure trace elements are supplemented to help
maximise lamb immunity.

Your veterinarian will be able to assist you plan a
pneumonia prevention programme and will also
be able to assist with a diagnosis especially if your
lamb growth rates are not where they should be.
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Pluck’s ADR 500 Effluent Screening Plant

. ® All plant and pumps very
: low kW starting with 0.4kW

u Self cleaning screen
m Self cleaning ponds

= Effluent is clean enough
to be pumped into a pivot
system if required

® Screens out everything
bigger than 1 mm

® Two year warranty on the new type
of motor and planetary gear box

® Mo greasing required

® New to the world of agriculture-the
latest in five-lip sealed bearings

u All bearings above the water line

L U c K : S cw' www.plucks.co.nz

enquiries@plucks.co.nz

DAIRY EFpLUENT SYSTEMS e Main South Road
__-_---—--___-______-— L + B F s ¥ J [ & wd i

Rakaia 7710, Mid Canterbury

ey .

SUPERIOR
HAY COVERS

3emx25mor72mx25m - 3 year warranty on
standard sizing MAXLITE™

Other sizes available - Proven in marketplace for

Optional 4m long clipped over 20 years

& spliced rope - Exclusive to Peter May

A
PETER MAY
ALITO TRIM CANVAS & SHADE

151 Alford Forest Road, Ashburton
P03 308-8893
Esinfo@petermay.co.nz
www.petermay.co.nz

www.facebook.com/PeterMayCanvas
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DAIRY PLUMB

www.stockerdairyplumb.co.nz

If youhave leaks inyour dairy
shed, they may be caused
by your pump dead-heading
and overheating which will
cause your PVC to leak.

We can install a Kelco Flow
Switch to control how your
pump operates, extending
the life on your pump, and
saving you money from a
decreased power bill.

Call us today to find out
more!

REAL FA
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Exciting-ara
future . for
Ahitana Farm
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But Deane and Jo Taylor of Ahitana Farm,

east of Ashburton prove there is little to fear.
Their 400ha operation is proof that with

some innovation, optimism and hard work
Canterbury’s cropping farmers are capable of
going toe to toe with dairy farming businesses
to deliver strong returns, and a sustainable
future for the sector.

The Taylor family has farmed the property for
almost 138 years. Each generation has been
able to adapt the farming operation to the
market, but it is over Deane and Jo's tenure that
has witnessed the most significant changes

in direction and technology. This is due, in no
small part, to irrigation infrastructure and a
move from predominantly sheep and mixed
cropping to the intensive crop system on the
farm today.

This has been the usual‘adapt or die’that goes
with any farming system.

“The Taylor family has farmed
the property for almost 138
years. Each generation has

been able to adapt the farming
operation to the market, but it
is over Deane and Jo’s tenure
that has witnessed the most
significant changes in direction
and technology.”

But it is also because Deane has sought to
recognise how their land use fits into a wider
global picture. That is one where the United
States, Europe and Australia will always
dominate the grain commodity markets, simply
due to their scale, proximity to market, and
lower land values.

“Doing what you do well’, for them has been
increasingly about growing specialist crops
under contract. They are ones not sold as global
commodities, subject to the whims of traders,
speculators and distant overseas conditions.
The sheer variety and specialty would surprise
anyone who ever wondered where the
assorted brightly packaged vegetable seeds
have come from.

"We simply do not have the scale to compete
with the broadacre operations of the US Mid-
West and Europe, we are barely a bit player,
so we realised we needed to focus on high
value, specialty crops where we could,” says
Deane."We need to work with the market
and focus on specialist seed multiplication
predominantly for the northern hemisphere
which complements our ryegrass seed and
cereal part of our business!

The scale of the overseas broadacre operations
even threatens New Zealand's dominance

in dairy exports, thanks to the ability of US
growers to produce vast amounts of lower
priced grains, and deliver them cheaply to large
scale dairy units now often located in close
proximity to the grain growing source.

“We came to see that we also have to compete
with and complement dairying in terms of
getting a reasonable return to remain cropping.
I'm a strong believer in cycles and the need for
balance in the big picture for agriculture here in
New Zealand”

The move into more specialty crops represents
a significantly more complex operation than
even a decade ago. Sheep numbers have
rapidly declined on the farm, down from only
600 Romney-cross ewes three years ago, to a
handful today.

"With the crop variety we have, having ewes
simply no longer fitted in very well, in terms
of the paddock size and set up, and the
complexity of also having livestock in the
system was just too much!

That complexity is reflected in the wide
variety of crops grown, in a typical season
more than a dozen different species as varied
as hemp, chrysanthemumes, kale, beetroot,
parsnip and carrot seed, all bringing their
own demands on fertility, irrigation and,
ultimately, timing of harvest.

Deane has turned to greater use of technology
to embrace and manage the demands such
variety bring and this has included adopting the
ProductionWise online crop management system.

Introduced to New Zealand in 2012 by FAR
(Foundation for Arable Research) and adopted
from an Australian system, ProductionWise
enables growers to map paddocks, record all
paddock operations and associated inputs,
record all stored grain and grain sales and
provide gross margins at paddock level through
to whole farm reporting.

Critical aspects like avoiding cross pollination
and potential crop conflicts are now also well

FEATURE
flagged, helped by the region’s Seed Crop
Isolation Distance (SCID) system.

The technology, along with good agronomic
advice, has helped Deane take his cropping
skills and apply them to smaller areas of
multiple specialty crops. He admits there

are not many crops he would not consider
trying, taking advantage of the property’s
heavy silt soil.

“That complexity is reflected
in the wide variety of crops
grown, in a typical season

more than a dozen different
species as varied as hemp,

chrysanthemums, kale,
beetroot, parsnip and carrot
seed...”

This year for example he is growing pearling
barley for human consumption for the first
time, and has some Japanese malting barley
also in the ground. The malting option provides
a premium on conventional barley which can
struggle domestically due to the relatively small
scale of plantings.

This season is also the first for potatoes on
Ahitana, with a little known variety “Bondi’,

a high yielding, early-maturing variety that
has Deane keen to see how it performs on
his land. Another first this year is an Italian
parsley which Deane has planted for seed
production.

OPPOSITE PAGE: Jo and Deane in the vibrant parsnip
crop on Ahitana Farm

BELOW: Deane and Jo Taylor of Ahitana Farm with two
of their children Tom (9) and Kate (6)

REAL FARMER
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One of the more unusual crops has included
hemp, grown for its seed which has a high oil
content used as a nutritional supplement.
“Typically the higher returning crops will have
a higher risk associated with them, and you
have to balance that within your plantings for
the season!

However that risk can carry across all crops, as
anyone trying to harvest last summer would testify.

“I find these aspects of
technology exciting and it
all adds to the challenge of
doing what we do. | have a lot
of faith in technology to deal
with some of these challenges
ahead.”

“| think that was probably one of the worst
harvest seasons we have seen, with really high
moisture levels and rain that compromised
both yields and quality.”

Underpinning the complex tapestry of crops
Deane has irrigation technology now capable
of variable rates of application along with
GPS guided fertiliser applications. He sees the
combined technologies going a long way to
ensuring crop operations can remain viable
under impending nutrient controls.

"I find these aspects of technology exciting and
it all adds to the challenge of doing what we
do. | have a lot of faith in technology to deal
with some of these challenges ahead”

Some of the advances in technology Deane
has enjoyed have also come through old
fashioned honest, trusting relationships. The

20| REAL FARMER

high cost of capital equipment for cropping,
and the critical nature of timing can put added
pressure on a farm’s balance sheet.

He shares some critical pieces of equipment,
including a 24m Househam self-propelled
sprayer with two neighbours, spreading the
capital cost, maintenance and operation of this
state-of-the-art technology.

Just as dairying’s arrival has prompted many
crop operators to lift their focus on crop returns,
it has also bought some opportunities.

Deane recalls the days when straw from the
grass seed and cereal harvest would be piled
up and burnt. This residual now has a market
in feeding dairy cows and provides another
income stream for the farm.

Another vital element to the success of an
arable system is the crop pollinator, bees.

“They are absolutely essential, and we have a
base number of hives on the farm, and also
hire additional hives for some crops, especially
the carrots, which are not particularly
palatable for bees!

Deane admits he has considered a partial
conversion to dairy across some of the
400ha, but issues with drains and heavy
soil types made it less appealing. He does
admit sometimes looking at his dairy
neighbours, envying that their marketing
and sales are taken care of as the tanker
drives out the gate.

‘I have always enjoyed the marketing part
of our enterprise and | love the challenge of
pulling it all together each year. In the end
it's a privilege to run a business such as this
that allows us the opportunity of choice
along with a great lifestyle for us to share as
a family.

A challenge like
no other

When a seething mass of cyclists, runners and
walkers started at last year's ATS Longbeach
Coastal Challenge in late November, an army
of volunteers was there to cheer them on,
point the way, and offer a steak sandwich at
the finish line.

The steak sandwich is just part of the country
hospitality that has helped make the challenge
an increasingly popular and fun event for

the Canterbury community. It does much to
explain why the number of participants has
climbed each year.

“Itis quite unique for two
groups like this to come
together, but between us we
have been able to ensure the
Coastal Challenge continues to
go from strength to strength.”

“There is a good rural feel to the event that

we have worked hard to foster, and the fact it
covers all ages, all levels of fitness and allows for
biking, running or walking means it is quite a
unique event in the country,’ says Jo Taylor.

Jo has been part of the organising team of
school parents and local Lions Club members
since the events inception in 2007, and is
quietly proud of how it has developed over
that time.

Originally started as a mountain bike race,
the addition of a run and walk option has

ABOVE: Deane and Jo in a white clover crop

BELOW: This season is also the first for potatoes on
Ahitana




opened the event up to almost anyone in the
community keen to participate in a valued fund
raiser for the Longbeach School and the Hinds
and Districts Lions Club.

“It is quite unique for two groups like this to
come together, but between us we have been
able to ensure the Coastal Challenge continues
to go from strength to strength”

This has included varying the route along a
stunning part of the Canterbury coastline.
The Coastal Challenge gives competitors the
choice of either a 23km or 35km mountain
bike race, a 12km family mountain bike ride,
a 2Tkm run, a 12km run/walk and a 5km
run/walk.

“Latitude is a Canterbury-
focussed, high-quality
magazine with a wide

readership throughout the

region and further afield.”

Jo's other main interest off farm is her
business, Latitude magazine which she started
from home seven years ago. Latitude is a
Canterbury-focussed, high-quality magazine
with a wide readership throughout the region
and further afield.

Not having a background in publishing did

not put Joanne off launching Latitude, and she
attributes its success to having a great team of
staff and contributors around her.

“The key has also been to keep producing
good quality, positive content that people
want to read!

Even with this busy life, which includes

five children aged from 21 down to six, Jo

is closely involved in the family cropping
business, helping Deane negotiate the
increasing levels of technology now available
for arable farmers.

FEATURE

“For us to grow the high value crops we do,
we need to be very specific in record keeping,
knowing every paddock’s history. | enjoy the
technology side of the business as much as
Deane and share his passion for the challenge
and variety in our operation”

ABOVE: Jo working on her many other responsibilities
off the farm

BELOW: Another vital element to the success of an
arable system is the crop pollinator, bees
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EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF TOP BRANDS WOODFIRES IN-STORE

- N veTeo *
o Javiimf  KEMNT o

Check out our very competitive package deals.

Hassle-free, complete heating solutions for your home.

INSTALLATION

Yes, we can organise installation for yvou.

We can help coordinate installation of whatever
heating appliance you choose, all at very
competitive prices by experienced installers.

with top brand Heatpumps
HITACHI -

' LABLE e
*HOT package *iNSTP‘iLLED PRICES AVAI ( \
DEALS with over - -
20 fires on =3
display at o
Ashburton or ¢ —

Timaru stores.

MITRE 10 MEGA ASHEURTON

West Street, Ashburton PHONE 03 3085119

MITRE 10 MEGA TIMARU
23 Bank Street, Timaru PHOMNE 03 687 2033

MITRE 10 OAMARU
Corner Cross & Severn Streets, Oamaru Phone 03 434 9860
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Stay safe and visible

New health and safety regulations later this year will make
high visibility vests and personal protection equipment
compulsory on farms and other workplaces.

BY LINDA CLARKE

But don't fret if you need compliance advice.

Work Outfitters in Timaru are experts in the safety
business, providing clothing, equipment and
sensible advice that won't cost the earth.

Owner Annie Light said well trained staff
could offer sound advice to farmers and all
business owners about how to meet the new
regulations, and a plan to make clothing and
equipment compliant.

Work Outfitters has a big showroom on Bank Street
in Timaru, and an easy-to-navigate website with
details about the huge range of stock available—
from smaller sized safety vests for women to
safety goggles, boots, hydration packs and hard
wearing wet weather gear. They also stock gear for
recreational hunters, and adventure clothing for
adults and children.

Annie said distance was no problem and gear
was sold to customers around New Zealand and
in other countries. Customers range from dairy
farmers in New Zealand to gold miners in Egypt,
with stock couriered from the store or warehouse
to the customers'doors.

“We really have everything. We deal a lot with the
rural market, providing lots of hi-vis vests and wet
weather gear for dairy workers. It's good quality
gear that is warm and hard-wearing and doesn't
necessarily cost a fortune”

She said protective clothing and other equipment
needed to be comfortable and long-lasting as well
as meet health and safety regulations.

Work Outfitters staff can visit customers at their
workplaces to assess requirements and offer
customised advice.

The new regulations would be daunting for
some, Annie said, but were part of a nationwide
campaign to reduce farm deaths and accidents.
In 2013, 51 agriculture-related deaths were
reported to the Department of Labour, which is
also making sure farmers know their workplace
hazards and work to reduce or eliminate them.

Work Outfitters also has a range of clothing for
vegetable and meat processing factories that
meets food hygiene regulations.

Annie said the protective clothing was designed
to be practical and comfortable for employees
working long and irregular hours."One of the new
things we now have is a hydration drink which
replaces lost electrolytes but is low in sugar. At
the end of a 12-hour shift you don't want your
workers to crash, but have energy for their after-
work lives and for the next day as well”

She said the store was a one-stop shop for
anything workers needed - from underpants to
Arctic jackets and sunscreen.

"And once we've got them kitted out, we follow
up with new technological advances or products

§

ABOVE: Annie Light with some of their large Hi-Vis
range designed to keep you safe in the workplace
MAIN IMAGE: The Work Outfitters store in Timaru

as they become available. We just want to make
it easier for everyone in the workforce!

Annie said protective clothing and equipment
must be comfortable and easy to wear, and
not restrictive, or safety gear could be set aside
while the job was done. Work Outfitters has
clothing to cover the body (like overalls and
aprons), gloves, safety boots, dust masks and
respirators, safety glasses and goggles, hard
hats and hi-vis vests, that staff would want to
wear rather than had to.

Like campaigns to change attitudes to
drink-driving and smoking, the Government
wants workplaces around the country to take
health and safety seriously and will ramp up
education and engagement, and enforcement.
The aim is to cut the death toll in workplaces
by 25 percent by 2020.

30 Bank Street
Timaru

Tel 03 688 6638
sales@workoutfitters.co.nz
www.workoutfitters.co.nz
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GENERAL TYRES LTD [I&
Tt

We at General Tyres Ltd, Dunedin carry all the major brands and common sizes of
Agricultural and Implement tyres. Whether it’s fixing a burst tyre in a paddock at your
farm, or fitting new tyres in our yard we have the experience and expertise for your job.

If a vehicle/tyre cannot be brought into the service center, General Tyres have a Fleet
of service vehicles which work around the clock 24 hours 7 days a week and can fix
any problem in the field or on site.

We are currently servicing the wider Otago area and would like to expand business
further through Central Otago so if you are looking to purchase new tyres for your farm
equipment or simply just need a tyre fixed or repaired feel free to call us for a quote.

We have tyres to suit all

your farming needs

PLEASE CALL

GENERAL TYRES LTD
PHONE 03-4552005

ANYTIME OF THE DAY OR
NIGHT
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Save money and time,

workers and family at heart.” c-nax PaSture Meter

“We have the safety of your farm

Tt A etV
Zr e takes away the guess work!
—
DESIGNED C.Dax
AND MADE Shaturemeter Agriculvura 3n|._.:-:./

IN NZ |
The “Lifeguard” is a segmented Roll Bar that
helps give crush protection on an upturned
Quad and is less likely to cause
injury to the rider.

TRIED,
TESTED AND

* Flexible but cannot collapse o
= Helps a Quad ‘bounce’ off you o - AU
« Will mould around you in
the event of a rollover
* Spreads the weight and can
support over 1200kg
= 2 or 3 dogs can comfortably
ride inside the “Lifeguard”
« Simply mounted to the rear carrier
= NEW concept and WORLD 1st
in ATV Safety

TRUE

Advanced sensor technology enables the PRICED FROM
C-Dax Pasture Meter+ to be used at speeds

of up to 20kph - taking up to 200 measurements 3 945
per second or 18,500 readings over single 5

STAY FARM SAFE $1 304 A excludes GST
SEE THE EXPERTS GET INCREASED RETURNS FROM MORE i

excludes GST ACCURATE PASTURE UTILISATION

Jeff Marshall Motorcycles

HANHAM

CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Jefi Marshail

N . bt}

— -
e _

Feed Trﬁughs . I_?'recast Panels - Silat]:]e Pits « WaterTanks!EfﬂuéntTanks
Concrete Bunkers - Weeping Walls « Killing Sheds

Concrete Water/

For any quotes or enquiries contact us on Or call into the yard at Rural

03308 4816 205 Wilkins Rd, Tinwald Ashburton  info@hanhamconcrete.co.nz
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Is your automation on your plant performing and
milking to your expectations? Are you feeling as
though your cows or staff aren’t as happy as they
could be?

We find that in many automated systems, there

can be fine tuning done to get them running
even more effectively.

Even small improvements can save time, and put l-—T
more money back in your pocket with the low __? }rfﬁ:’h !
f‘.- _j

payout. S W —

-r..:fii_ -1 f I__‘i?_‘ —L
So call us for some advice, or let us come watch a |
milking, and we can help find more ways to Keep ' m
You Milking efficiently. :

ocker

DAIRY SERVICES | 490 West Street, SH1, Ashburton | 03 307 6388
www.stockerdairyservices.co.nz
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Back to ba

With the payout forecast being the way it is, many producers

SICS

have gone ‘old school’ and are re-evaluating their cost structures and supplement usage
as a way to minimise extra expense as we shift into the second half of the season.

BY CRAIG TROTTER, CENTRE FOR DAIRY EXCELLENCE

Typically if you start calving on 1st of August,

if you multiply your season to date pick-up on
around Christmas day, it provides you with a
fairly good idea on the full season milk solid (MS)
production, barring any disasters through the rest
of the season of course. The term ‘production is
vanity and profit sanity'rings a little clearer in the
current market conditions.

Data from both DairyNZ Farmbase benchmarking
and Dairy Systems Monitoring data show that
there is a strong relationship between kg of
pasture dry matter (DM) harvested and farm
profitability (Figure 1) with a relative poor
correlation between profitability and supplement
input on farm (Figure 2).
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Figure 1. The relationship of pasture harvested and
earnings before interest and tax (EBIT/ha) courtesy
of the McFarlane Rural Business Dairy Systems
Monitoring benchmarking season 2013/2014 report.
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Figure 2. The relationship between supplement
input (kgDM/cow) and earnings before interest
and tax (EBIT/ha) courtesy of the McFarlane Rural
Business Dairy Systems Monitoring benchmarking
season 2013/2014 report.

Looking at the figures above, it is clear that the
major player in terms of farm profitability is the
utilisation of feed grown on farm. The efficient use
of imported supplement is pre-determined on
the farmer’s performance i.e. an excellent farmer
will make better use of imported supplement
than what a poorer farmer will; in the latter case,
imported supplement will be used to hold milk

solid production up through the summer but
this may well be at the expense of farm operating
profit and most likely on farm feed quality, it is
not so much how much supplement is used
rather than how it is used principally through the
summer months.

In figure 3 below, we can see two scenarios

of per cow milk production through a typical
season versus an optimal rate of decline in

milk production with cows peaking at just over
2kg MS/per cow/ per day. The red line shows

a reasonable peak but a swift decline in milk
production particularly through December

and January which then begins to flatten out
across from February onwards. In comparison,
the green line shows the same peak point but a
more gradual decline in milk production as the
cow's milk on through the season, roughly this
difference in milk solid production equates to an
extra $40,000 in income based on this seasons
pay-out schedule (as at 12 December 2014) and a
500 cow herd.
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Figure 3. Atale of two figures. The green line

representing a stalled summer production curve
versus an optimal one.

Assuming similar supplement inputs, reasons

for this difference in milk solid production are
mostly due to declining feed quality through
the summer period, particularly as pasture
species enter the reproductive phase and we
see reductions in overall feed quality. Steps
to minimise this reduction in feed quality and
the resultant milk production curve revolve
around maintaining a sufficiently short
platform rotation length and grazing down to
satisfactory residuals to ensure there is not a
build-up of dead plant leaf material, on top of
this are shutting paddocks up sufficiently early
for silage production. All good pasture feed
wedge calculators should have the option to
create a forecast feed wedge which can allow
an appreciation of where covers will be in
two weeks'time, use these for your benefit.
Through focusing on feed utilisation, we can
minimise the use of imported supplements,
hold a higher pasture quality and maximise
farm profitability.

With the current beef market, many farmers
are going through their herd test production
figures and scrutinising individual cow
performance more harshly than in other
seasons, short term gains can be made but
itis important that cuts don't go to deep in
order to make the most when'normal’ pricing
returns in seasons ahead. Remember that

the number of replacements entering the
herd is already locked in for the next two
seasons though saying that, this season may
be the best opportunity yet to give operators
the real chance to shift their thinking from

the traditional production per hectare to a
production per cow performance system.

REAL FARMER
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Boost your pasture growth

Talk to ATS today about cost effective growth regulator
(I e

PastureGibb°Liquid
rllyl $9. 36* per hal - Orion Crop Protection has made a major breakthrough with the
nelugg

sive g1 first liquid GA formulation on the market

» An easy to mix and measure forrmulation with built-in wetters
and stickers (no need to add an additional adjuvant)

« PACK SIZE 20L (treats 80ha)

PLANT GROWTH
REGULATOR

rwrs s, b b TuET prewty

0800 BUY ATS /0800 289 287 : TS
www.ats.co.nz : A a—

Ashburton / Methven / Rakaia

THE ol find

FRONT STORE o
gy

(enomeenno suerces) |81 goa Hydraulink

PROTECT YOUR EQUIPMENT Hose and Fittings

WITH ‘TOTAL' FOR
AGRICULTURE

THE OIL SPECIALISTS

* Extensive agricultural range®

* OEM approved products.

* Long drain, biodegradahle &
fuel economy products.

* Local technical support.

* Fast delivery direct to §§
your gate.

* Nationwide network.

* Lubricant specialists.

Hydraulink

Mid Canterbury Ltd.

FOR ALL YOUR HYDRAULIC

REQUIREMENTS

24 hours - 7 days
a week service

39 Robinson 5t, Ashburton
Phone 308 8848

AGENTS FOR LINCOLMN LINCOLN
LUBRICATIOMN SYSTEMS &

'
A

T D P R MFE) MAK WP

ar S OOy Eoysiy NEETy

0800 378 673 fural

MNELSON :: BLENHEIM :: ASHEURTON :: TIMARU :: ODAMARL ::
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BLUEARTH AEO1

Perfect for the everyday motorist who
wants to save up to 7% on their fuel

Bill. The BluEarth AE-O1 tyres maintain
elasticity even in the coldest New Zealand
temperatures, delivering exceptional
handling performance and reassuring
grip. Overall efficiency has earned this

tyre EECA EnergyWise status.

RURALCO MEMBER PRICE:

185 65R14
Retoil $158.00

$124.00ea

[Vip]

Vip

www.tyreland.co.nz » 0800 487 323

NSuMaN

.

X

GEOLANDER GO55

A quiet, low rolling resistance ‘eco tyre’
designed for compact SUVs and small
aWDs. Delivering exceptional handling
and reassuring grip. Eco 'Orange

Qil" technolegy lowers fuel use and
increases the tyres life-span. All this
while experiencing passenger-car-like

performance.

RURALCO MEMBER PRICE

215 S5R17
Retoil 5332.00

$295.00ea

L\
2%

8 B

o
7

AN

T J’ﬁ‘

GEOLANDER GO12

This tyre has superior cn-and-off-road

capabilities and rugged all-terrain

performance. With features ranging from
multi-stepped grooves to dual interlocking
pyramid sipes, Geolandar G012 pocks the
absolute latest in technology to deliver
impressive cut and chip resistance and

long, even tread wear.

RURALCO MEMBER PRICE:

245 TOR1E
Retoil 5294.00

$245.00eqa

Blenheim .

wanaka
Cramwell 8
Alexandra 8

L Damar

® punedin

Balclutha

Invercargill
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How to sidestep payroll hassles

Does payroll feel like a burden?

Hedway's Accurate, Timely & Meaningful (A.T.M.) method of
bookkeeping gives you firm control over payroll, and helps you avoid
painful and costly mistakes such as minimum wage breaches,

As bookkeepers we know many clients face similar hassles with
complicated payroll systems. We can help implement practical payroll
processes like timesheets, employee records & processing of pay
runs. We can review your current payroll system, train you in payroll
processing or easiest of all, we can do the payroll for you.

Mot sure if your payroll is up to scratch? Download our free ATM payroll
checklist at www.hedway.co.nz - email us at info@hedway.co.nz or
speak to us on the freephone number below.

Take control of your accounts. Make Hedway your next call.

your business advantage Freephone: 0800 433 929

You don’t want to muck
about with glasses and
contact lenses on the farm.

Laser Eye Surge could

get your eye5|i:
ed.

Talk to us today about a
FREE ASSESSMENT

to see if Laser Eye Surgery is right for you.

Ph 0800 52 73 71 AMVSZVNE

www.laservision.co.nz EYE CLINIC MERIVALE

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF OUR WESTPAC RESCUE HELICOPTER SERVICE
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Looking after the kids

When talking about health insurance we often focus on the
benefits to the employer of having employees that are fit,
healthy and productive in their jobs.

ARTICLE PROVIDED BY SOUTHERN CROSS

However the health of an employee’s loved one is
equally important. Having a sick partner or child
can cause worry and stress, and taking care of
them often requires time off work.

A 2013 research project, Wellness in the Workplace,
carried out by Southern Cross Health Society,
Business NZ and Gallagher Bassett, looked at the
drivers of workplace absence.

Unsurprisingly the survey showed the main cause
of absence was iliness unrelated to the workplace
(60%), however the second cause was caring for a
family member or other dependent due to iliness
orinjury (38%).

This sends a strong indication that employers
don't just need to think about the health of their
employees, but also the health of their families. The
farming sector is no exception.

Finding the money to pay for private specialist care
for very young children can place a huge amount
of stress on families.

Southern Cross' claims information shows the top
claims for its members aged between 0 and 4
years in 2013 ranged from $6,000 to $15,000.

Peter Tynan, Southern Cross Health Society CEO,
says that when a child is ll, all a parent wants is
having them well again as soon as possible.

“But the costs for tests and consultations can
quickly add up, especially if multiple treatments are
required;’says Tynan.

For example, private specialist charges for an on-
going throat disorder resulting in a tonsillectomy
can be as high as $7,000. The alternative may

mean waiting on public lists for appointments,
diagnostics and treatments.

“The public system does an incredible job’, says
Tynan."However what the public has seen in
recent years, is that increasing demand for health
services means that many patients don't meet the
criteria that allows them onto the surgical waiting
lists for elective treatment!’

Health insurance can remove the stress that
comes from the uncertainty over whether they
will be able to access public surgery, or will have
to wait and Tynan says early childhood is the
optimal time to get health insurance.

Those with Southern Cross health insurance receive a
child's rate for their first two children aged under 21—
the third and following children receive free cover.

“There’s no doubt that the best time to get
insurance is when you're young and healthy.
You're not only less likely to have pre-existing
conditions but it means ensuring optimal
treatment at an age when some common
problems have been known to cause other
health or developmental issues.

Last year Southern Cross paid over 260,000
claims for its members aged under 20.
Reassuringly, the majority of these were for
medical consultations.

PROFILE

We've heard from a number of businesses that
employees really appreciate the chance to
look after their families'long-term health and
wellbeing by adding them to their existing
Southern Cross policy.

One of these, Ravensdown, New Zealand's
largest supplier of fertiliser, has been providing
subsidised health insurance to its employees
and their loved ones and finds it a powerful
retention tool.

Tracey Paterson, Ravensdown General Manager
of Human Resources, says it means their people
don't have to sit at work for months worrying
while they wait for treatment for themselves or
their family on the public health system.

"Our people are used to being looked after. For
full-time employees, cover extends to partners
and children—that’s a benefit you don't give
up lightly”

To join Southern Cross call 0800 438 268 or
email getcover@southerncross.co.nz.

Top surgical claims in 2013 by age
band 0-4

GIRLS

1 | Tympanoplasty $9,000
(eardrum surgery)

2 | Cochlearimplant surgery $9,000

3 | Earcanal surgery $8,000

4 | Adenoidectomy $8,000

5 | Tonsillectomy $7,000

6 | Strabismus surgery $7,000
(eye correction)

7 | Strabismus surgery $7,000
(eye correction)

8 | Strabismus surgery $7,000
(eye correction)

9 | Tonsillectomy $7,000

10 | Tonsillectomy $6,000

BOYS

1 | Urethroplasty $15,000
(urethra repair)

2 | Multiple procedure $13,000
Paroidectomy (salivary gland | $13,000
removal)

Multiple procedure $13,000

5 | Urethroplasty (urethra repair) | $12,000
Nephrectomy (kidney $12,000
removal)

7 | Urethroplasty $11,000
(urethra repair)

8 | Nephrectomy $10,000
(kidney removal)

9 | Orchidopexy $10,000
(undescended testicle)

10 | Tympanoplasty $8,000
(eardrum surgery)

Southern Cross
Health Society

Tel 0800 800 181
info@southerncross.co.nz
www.southerncross.co.nz
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Everyone probably has a different motivation for gardening,
but common reasons are to create a calm refuge and a haven
away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.

BY MARIE TAYLOR
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Id spent a week once, years ago, in Kyoto looking
at gardens, many of them surrounding temples.
They are some of the most peaceful places you
could ever be.

When | read about garden design many books
referenced Persian gardens as being where formal
gardening began. But there were no descriptions
of what Persian gardens looked like, or were laid
out, or even, were like today.

For a long time Id been wanting to travel to Persia
to see these gardens, and late in 2014 had the
opportunity when Timaru tour manager Jill Worrall
took a group of 18 Kiwis to Iran on a Tours Direct trip.

The 3,500km clockwise three-week trip through
the central part of Iran—all by bus except for a
quick 900km flight across a desert—included half
a dozen exquisite Persian gardens.

These are harsh landscapes in which to foster
world heritage listed gardens.

For example, Kerman, in the southeast of Iran,
where we encounter our first Persian garden, is
1,775m above sea level. Annual rainfall is around
158mm, and summer temperatures average 36°C.

Even much further north in the capital Tehran,
rainfall is still very low at around 230mm a year.
To cope with living in such difficult terrain, the
Persians created oases of green.

The word paradise derives from a Persian word
meaning garden, explains our tour guide

Reza Mirkhalaf-Zadeh.

He says all Persian gardens are surrounded by
walls, either brick or adobe, limiting the extent of
the garden from an unlimited desert.

The first garden we visited east of Kerman at
Mahan, the Bagh-e Shahzadeh, or Prince’s Garden,
is the perfect example. Its thick adobe walls
protect it from the wind and desert dust, creating
a clearly rectangular garden oasis out in the dry,
stony desert.

Water carried from the nearby mountains
cascades down a series of formal pools through
the centre of the garden, and is also used to
irrigate orchards set back on both sides of the
formal central garden. “Fruit trees are the main
trees in Persian gardens, providing shade and fruit,
he says. Apricots, apples, figs, pomegranates and
quince are common examples.

The more formal central garden is an avenue of
pines, planes and cypress trees. Cypress trees have

beenin Iran a very long time, and symbolise long
life and immortality.

Throughout Persian art the cypress is ubiquitous,
appearing on carpets and decorations on
buildings. It also features carved on spectacular
reliefs at Persepolis, which was the Persian capital
in 500BC.

There's a little place called Abarkuh (which to
Iranians is so far away from anywhere else they
think of it like Timbuktu) where we saw a cypress
(Cupressus sempervirens) reputed to be 4,000
years old. This tree is described not only as the
oldestin Iran, but also, according to Wikipedia,

as the second oldest tree in the world. It was in
superb condition, thanks in part to being flood
irrigated now and again with the surrounding
paddock of lucerne.

Along with pines and planes, cypresses provide a
green backbone to Persian gardens. They create
the height and shade in the garden, and a tall cool
dark avenue along which water is channelled.
“Water has a very important role, and in a Persian
garden you can always see, feel and listen to the
water, Reza says.

Persian gardens feature a pavilion, a passageway
in which to walk in front of the pavilion, a
reflecting pool of water in front of the pavilion fed
by open channels called jubs, and the gardens.
The gardens are divided regularly into areas the
same size, on each side of the main channel of water.

One hotel we stayed in, the magical Moshir Garden
Hotel in Yazd, has water channels and fountains
right through the midst of the hotel buildings.

Poets are revered in Iran, and we visited several
poets'shrines, among them Omar Khayyam, Attar,
Ferdowsi and Hafez. All have immaculate gardens
around the shrines, but the one which | liked the
most was Attar's tomb just outside Mashhad.
There, a small blue-tiled dome was reflected

in a pool of water, and gardens of geraniums
contrasted beautifully with the blue. The garden
was surrounded by tall towering pines.

We also visited restored adobe houses with cool
courtyards. One, in Kashan, about half a day’s
travel south of Tehran, featured plantings of red
roses. Several varieties of deep red shrub roses
were planted closely together, giving a long
flowering period.

The last garden we visited was the Bagh-e Fin in
Kashan. Turquoise coloured tiles line the channels

FEATURE

.

between old cypress trees, some of which are
propped up with poles for support.

Throughout the channels, which are fed by
gravity, are many little bubbling fountains, so
wherever you are in the garden, you can hear the
water. It's a very peaceful memory to bring home.
Quelling Misconceptions

Timaru-based tour manager Jill Worrall, who has
visited Iran 12 times now, describes Iranians as the
least understood people.

She’s a vastly experienced tour guide, but says she
is still surprised people don't dig a little deeper
when thinking about Iran.“It is always good to
have people who are prepared to ignore all that
and come anyway.

“My philosophy when visiting Iran is to pack
flexibility and a sense of humour, and leave the
misconceptions and preconceptions at home.

“Be prepared to step outside your comfort
zone-that is when sometimes when you

have the most interesting and memorable
experiences. If you want things to be like they
are at home, stay at home.

"I really feel very strongly that so much of
people being afraid of other cultures is based on
ignorance and misconceptions.

“Itis not a matter of supporting political regimes,
it is about people. People are very much the
same all around the world; they have very similar
concerns.

“It comes down to very basic things, things like
do | love someone, does someone love me and if
I have got kids, looking after their future. It is the
same with everyone.

"After travelling, people realise that some of the
nationalities they might fear or understand the
least are some of the loveliest which is definitely
the case with Iran”

ABOVE: The blue-tiled tomb of the poet Attar near
Mashhad

LEFT: The Bagh-e Shahzadeh or Prince’s Garden at
Mahan features cascades, simple fountains, beautiful
trees and picturesque pavilions

OPPOSITE: At the Bagh-e Fin in Kashan, the sound of
bubbling water is heard from small fountains spaced
throughout long turquoise-tiled channel
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'GME BONUS PACK & Newiands

TX3500S Compact 477 MHz radio

plus 6.6 DBi gain antenna with elevated feed and spring

CEQIERER AN hase with 5m of cable.
$375.99

a saving of

$145.00 -3 s Lo
- e over $150.00 of

GME products at the
South Island Field Days
from the Newlands
site receives a GME
.~ W Sound Safe worth

CHANNIL

offers only available while stocks last!

Newlands Ashburton Newlands Rolleston

80 Kermode 5t 825 Jones Rd _ :
Bonus not available on any other Standard Communications product.

03 308 7234 03 347 3476 Bonus offer available only with pre-packaged GME promational
www.newlands.net.nz bonus packs. All prices include GST. See our website for more details.

Get your feed \E

grain requirements
through ATS

ATS Seed have tonnages of feed grain with quality specifications available.
Contact ATS Seed today on 0800 BUY ATS with all your feed grain requirements.

CONTACT ATS SEED TODAY

0800 BUY ATS (289 287)

! \ 1 g ﬂ. ' ."
~ @ :"f?;-hﬁ _’l"‘xd b ol =
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ElectraServe provide exceptional customer service . . .
just ask any of their clients

EIectruServe); SartroServe)y
= O o e ey 1

_ X ..r,n.- :

E‘-+-—.!= = — = - o . - —

Dairy Farm Commercial Industrial Residential Irrigation Repairs Heatmg Home Appliance Satellite T‘I.I’—Audlo Home automation

ectraserve Far evervthinog electriceol

Harmonic filter installations

: i : ; P t I these drives:
EA Networks now require harmonic filters to be fitted to all variable speed = e

drives (V5D's) on irrigation systems that have more than 20 kw of pumps anﬂN Qﬂﬁ
installed off a single connection. R —
ElectraServe guarantee our filters to work on all makes and models of Schneider f'.i'.,i'ﬁ_‘_.':‘.‘"‘”""-@
drives. For a hassle free upgrade, please phone 308 9008 and talk with ikl

Blair or Graeme. In recognition of meeting this compliance, -:)

EA Networks is offering a generous subsidy if the upgrade is carried out mﬂm‘

within a given time frame. We will also arrange this subsidy for you.

24/7 Breakdown Service

We pride ourselves on being available to our clients.

0 4 A 0 0 6

laco Mitch Kieran Elliot David G mes Johnny Andrew

Overhead lines removal and undergmund mains installation.

Design, manufacture and installation of irrigation pumps, seed cleaning and grain drying electrical control equipment.
Pump/irrigation automation/remote control; control your pumps via cell phones anywhere in the world.

All farm, industrial, commercial and domestic wiring, repairs and new installation.

New home electrical installation.

E Iect raServeyyy, =~

' SmartE |ec .l'| U ’-H"IS | quality of the work, ElectraSernve will

B— = put it right . . . every time,
ar your money back.

the ElectraServe guarantee

Blair Watson, General Manager

personally guarantees ElectraServe’s
v trodesmen’s workmanship,

a 166 moore street ashburton p 03 308 9008 e service@electraserve.co.nz w www.electraserve.co.nz
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i & ANCE
arthur barneftt
THE ONLINE DEPARTMENT STORE h O d e O | S !

www.arthurbarnett.co.nz

Genuine fragrances from the Arthur Barnett Beauty Department

Dolce & Gabbana Guerlain
Light Blue 50ml edt Samsara 100ml edp
Was $129 Was $219
Now $89 Now $129
Marc Jacobs [y Givenchy
Daisy 50ml edt @:ﬁ Organza 30ml edp
Was $133 Was $106

Now $79 Now $69

—atvale!
Gucci Rush DKNY Great———

50ml edt Be Delicious N
Was $144 ! | 30mledp -
Now $69 ' Only $39 ‘

{ e

Men’s Gucci
Guilty Pour Homme
50ml edt

Was $129

Now $79

Men’s Hugo Boss f At
Green 75ml edt t-_ B
Was $108 HUGO

Now $69

To receive your Ruralco 6% discount, simply present your Ruraleo card instore or

quete your card number when purchasing Online at www.arthurbamett.co.nz or when your order -
direct on FREEPHONE 0800 801 129. Rural

Your discount will show on your delivery docket not at point of purchase.
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your fabrics

Embroidery on an industrial level has given Keith Pickford
and his team at Elite Embroidery in Ashburton a unique
take on the corporate, sporting, farming and personal lives
of the people in his community. sy Linpa cLARKE

ng

Airlines. Business was transacted from afar by fax
or post, as customers sent their logos for Keith to
convert to stitched images.

Shirts, caps and jackets embroidered or
screenprinted by Elite have appeared around the
country, and the world, worn by athletes, school
groups, business partners, workers and tourists.
Then there's the one-off items embroidered

or printed for special occasions like significant
birthdays, weddings and cherished grandchildren.

Demand was so great, he bought a larger four-
head machine and then he sold the drycleaning
business in 2003 to concentrate on Elite
Embroidery business, working from premises in
Health and safety regulations enforced on many Ashburton’s Victoria Street.
farming and constructions sites mean high-visibility
clothing, and worker identification are a must.
Embroidering both the worker's name and company
on work shirts achieved these requirements.

At the time, the space was too large for Elite’s
needs, but now it is too small, with new
computerised machines and clothing samples
filling every conceivable space. Much of the
business is conducted by email these days, and
Elite has many filing cabinets filled with logos of
customers ready to use at a moment’s notice.

The trick, says Keith, is knowing your fabrics, from
polyester to cotton and wool. He has plenty of
experience to call on, having started out in the
drycleaning trade over 30 years ago. Keith says advances in the embroidery technology
and software had sped up the embroidery process,
but machines still have to be loaded with thread,
have their needles changed and moving parts
maintained. The newest Japanese machine has 90
needles and can embroider six garments with the

same logo at once.

When the business started cleaning overalls,
embroidered badges with the worker’s name

and company logo were sewn on the garments.
The badges were made in Wellington, but as
technology advanced in the early 1990s, Keith
sourced an early-model computerised embroidery
machine to do the job himself and installed it
alongside the drycleaning gear.

The screen printing process has also improved,
with not only letters and numbers able to be

PROFILE

ABOVE: Any colour combination is possible
MAIN IMAGE: Keith Pickford preparing some shirts to be
embroidered

heat-sealed onto fabrics, but photos also
gas-dyed onto fabrics. Keith was recently able
to provide an express service for a member
of a bridal party who wanted a photo from
the wedding printed onto a teeshirt that he
planned to wear at the reception. Mission
completed, and much appreciated by the
guests of honour.

Keith said years of experience meant he could help
customers decide on size and shape of logos, as
well as placement and choice of clothing.

Much of his clothing range is from Biz Collection
and Elite has plenty of catalogues that customers
can borrow overnight or longer to help choose
styles. Many samples from the range are available
in the showroom to be tried on, with sizes from
very small to 5XL able to be ordered.

Keith said one-off orders were as welcome as
shirts for a thousand, and the work could usually
be completed within a two-week timeframe.

He and his staff often work miracles with much
shorter notice.

Over six months he taught himself how to use the
machine and then demand for the commercial P y, )

embroidery took off. He was soon embroidering ” r' 4 e I Ite
business shirts and work tops for a range of F i ’ EMBROIDERY
customers, from the Ashburton Trust to Singapore

108 Victoria Street
Ashburton

Tel 03 307 8361

eliteemb@xtra.co.nz
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United Travel

For the love of travel.

Farm Experiences in

Africa

Enjoy wildlife experiences such as 4-wheel-drive safari trips and wildlife discovery cruises
and experience the real Africa with a small group escorted tour from Ashburton.

Highlights: Fully inclusive tours include:
- Safari trips and wildlife cruises - Flights

« Visit a diamond mine « Accommodation

« Soweto « Meals

- Boer War Battlefields « Park fees & tipping

« Victoria Falls

« Personalised Farm visits

- A day at the Royal Agricultural Show

May departure to South Africa and Botswana | June departure to Zimbabwe and Zambia

Call us now to find out more about this unique opportunity
Rural

m (03) 308 8219 @ kevin@unitedtravel.co.nz
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houghts from

across the rivers

“Expect the unexpected” Shammi Sandhu, our guide, said in

preparing us for her India. svELe LUDEMANN

So what were we expecting?

Cows of course, but not in such good
condition as they were when they appeared
to live on only what they could scavenge in
City streets.

However, we learned that the first chapatti
(flat bread) made in every home each morning
goes to a cow. The second goes to the gods
and only the third and subsequent servings
are eaten by people. Cattle also get the first
vegetables from stalls which line the streets.

We'd known cows are sacred but not why.

It's because people can use everything they
produce—the milk, urine, manure (for biofuel
or dried as fuel for fires) and hides, but not
meat because Hindus are vegetarian.

While we had been expecting cows
individually wandering round the streets, we
hadn't expected to find a feedlot full of them in
the middle of a city.

We'd spent the morning visiting Amritsar’s
Golden Temple which operates a kitchen
around the clock every day, feeding up to
70,000 people a day. A few blocks away, 600
cows were being fed and milked.

While the cows ate, two men scraped the
manure into baskets which they lifted onto
the heads of a couple of women whose job
it was to carry the load to a trailer about 20
metres away.

This reminded us of a comment by the
owner of a farm we'd visited earlier.“The only
time we celebrate the birth of a daughter in
India, is when it's a calf”We weren't sure if he
was joking.

That farm, which also ran an eco-tourism
business, had 20 cows, only 10 of which were
in milk at a time. If the milk wasn't sold by
lunchtime it was fed back to the cows.

In a country where rice is eaten for breakfast,
lunch and dinner we were expecting paddy
fields. What came as a surprise was the
contrast between age-old methods and
modern machines. Rice is planted by hand but
harvested by combines. The harvested grain
was shovelled onto a trailer by five men but
the tractor pulling the load was a new model.
We'd expected hot curries but were pleasantly
surprised by the delicate spices in many dishes.
We saw them growing on a farm where we

were introduced to the king of spice, black
pepper and the queen, cardamom. The most
expensive spice of all, saffron is particularly
valued in India because of its colour.

TOP: Coming back for the next load of manure
ABOVE: Milking time in India
MAIN IMAGE: A dairy in the city

At the start of the tour we were treated

to a delicious tea made from cardamom,
lemongrass and ginger. At the end they served
feni—a liquor produced only in Goa which
comes from fermented cashew apples and is
about 45% alcohol.

Shammi's India lived up to its promise of
presenting us with the unexpected. India
was full of surprises and, to our relief,
because the 18 of us on her tour had all had
some reservations, almost all of them were
positive ones.
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RUSSELL LAWRENCE
FENCING CONTRACTOR

B Over 20 years experience in the farming & fencing industry
B Covers top of the south region

M Residential fencing

B Post Driver
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PLUMBING

AND DRAINLAYING LTD

WE SPECIALISE IN
Dairy Pumps

Effluent Pumps
Commercial Pumps
Household Pumps
UV Systems |

o 0 o o o o©

PUMPS NELSON LTD

Ph: 03 547 2514 15% off GPS pumps,
Mob: 027 2308750  10% off other pumps

; and parts with your
PS03 1020/ 1E g s Card

GREAT BRANDS/GREAT PRICES
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Digger and truck hire

Commercial and domestic plumbing
Drainlaying

Irrigation

Trenching

Ditch clearing

Excavating

Teapot Valley Road, Brightwater
Email phtilley@ts.co.nz
Phone 03 542 3888 | Mobile 0274 434 562
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Animals deserve quality

care too

Whether you have cattle, horses, dogs or cats, the staff at The Vet Centre in Richmond
and Motueka endeavour to treat each animal and client as an individual with personal
patient care, ensuring a happier, healthier animal, family and lifestyle.

BY LINDA CLARKE

Their clinic in Richmond was purpose built

in 1993 and is located in an easy-to-find spot
on the corner of King Street and the main
road south. The Vet Centre then moved on to
purchase Motueka and Mapua, clinics which
were previously Tasman Bay Vets. Both are
busy clinics providing wonderful services
and care to the Tasman region, and staff are
proud to provide a broad set of skills across
the region and encompass whatever your pet,
livestock or equine need may be. The clinics
are equipped with modern equipment to
provide a broad range of diagnostic, medical,
advisory and surgical services.

“All services suited to the
furred, feathered, great and
small.”

The Vet Centre offers a wide variety of
services including in-house lab testing and
diagnostics, portable ultrasound and portable
digital x-ray services, acupuncture and
integrated medicine including Chinese and
western medicine, physiotherapy, as well as
general and routine surgery, orthopaedics,
equine lameness profiles and pre-purchase
exams. They have even performed
orthopaedics with great success on geese,
owls, goats, miniature ponies and horses. All
services suited to the furred, feathered, great
and small.

The clinics also support local charities as well
as having founded their own Wildlife Fund
which takes in sick and injured animals—
whether it be hawks, owls, hedgehogs, or

strays they will endeavour to provide the
best care and approach appropriate for the
critter. Staff work directly with the local DOC
vet to adapt care as necessary and then hand
over for rehabilitation. The clinics also offer
Puppy Play Centre both at Motueka and
Richmond with both trainers keeping up to
date with modern training techniques as wel
as having an array of experience and years of
training behind them. The classes offer safe
socialisation in controlled environments to
help shape the dog your puppy will become
as well as teaching basic training.

Central to their core work is their best
practice accreditation through the

New Zealand Veterinary Association. There
are around 400 vet practices in New Zealand
but only 65 with current accreditation. The
Vet Centre is the only practice accredited in
the Tasman region.

ABOVE: The Vet Centre Richmond
BELOW: Mogwai the adopted vet centre cat

“The Vet Centre is the only
practice accredited in the
Tasman region.”

Meeting the association’s standards of
practice means animals and their owners
receive the best possible care. And
accreditation is reviewed every two years
through an audit covering 24-hour service,
personnel, communication, premises and

equipment, diagnostic services and the
storage and dispensing of medicines.

To keep an eye on the latest promotions
throughout the clinics, visit their Facebook
pages and the website , as well as keeping
in touch with the lovely staff to set up
nutritional loyalty cards in clinic. They look
forward to providing you and your animals
with the service and care they deserve, so
you can have the vet you've always wanted.

/g

vetcentre@clear.net.nz
www.vetcentre.net.nz

Corner of King St& 400D High St
Main Rd South
Richmond

78 Aranui Rd
Motueka Mapua
Tel 03528 8459 Tel 03 540 2329

Tel 03 544 5566
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Motueka and MNelson

QUALITY' .
Women’s Fashion

at the best pogsible price with the beet poseible gervice
At BEETEES...it's much more than the name on the label,

it's about your passions and your values - it'e all about you!

Get 15% off normal retail prices
when you use your Ruralco Card

www.beetees.co.nz

48 Bridge St, Nelson ‘ 205 High St, Motueka

03 546 8700 03 528 7460

Custom built bed bases
and headboards

e MRV \ Ve
=] 1111

Use your Ruralco
Card & receive
10% off all beds.

EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS.

) | - I -
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-
)
Extensive Hange \ ELSON
Locally Manufactured
Factory Direct Prices
Helpful, Friendly Staff
59 Quarantine Road, Nelson Phone 03 547 4567
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it's about who you are, your lifestyle, whether work or play,

You name it, we do it

+ Fully Equipped Warkshop « Hydraulic Ram Repairs

« Cutting and Pressing and Testing

= Certified Welders Onsite = Heavy Machinery Repairs

« Alloy Welding - Mig & Tig and Servicing

«  Onsite Line Boring + Development Design Build
= Onsite Plant Maintenance and Manufacturing

« Transport Engineering Repairs

Use your Ruralco Card and receive 10% off labour and 5% off parts

03 541 9222

27 Bird Lan

v b smart
o engineering
Scastrol services



7% Off
Storewide!

*excluding firearms

with your Ruralco Card

www.thegunshopmotueka.com

277 High Street Motueka Ph; 03 528 4276

GU nShop

5".«'{ otueka

nulook  JETF ﬂ ERY

Tasman Ba'y" COMPARNY 2001 LTD.

Ph: 03 528 9057  Email: Ph: 03 528 9012  Email:
Mob: 0276329993 hulooktasmanbay @xtra.co.nz  Mob: 0274391612 motuekajoinery@xtra.co.nz

Fax: 03 528 9051 20aOld Wharf Road, Motueka Fax: 03 528 9011 20 Old Wharf Road, Motueka
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A difficult farm with wild
animal issues and plenty of
gorse is becoming a jewel
in Nelson’s tourism crown
thanks to its other assets.

BY KATE TAYLOR

The 1,000ha coastal hill country farm has walking
access through protected native bush and along
a beautiful coastal bluff just 20 minutes from the
city, it has a historic touch as well.

Farmed for 40 years by lan and Barbara Stuart and
by lan’s parents before them, it is now the turn of
sons Hamish and Sam to continue the tradition of
combining tourism with farming.

Itis part of the Nelson boulder bank, which at
13km, is the longest of its kind in the Southern
Hemisphere. The township of Glenduan, or the
Glen to locals, was home to the Mackays, the first
farmers in the Nelson area. It's about 5km from
Mackay's Bluff to Cable Bay.

“At that stage though, money
was ‘disappearing into
the farm like a black hole’
according to the accountant,
says Barbara.”

Cable Bay Farm has been home to a public
walkway for more than three decades.

“Lands and Survey approached us back in the
mid-1980s, about 1984 | think. We had a track
from one end of the farm to the other that

my father in law had put in and people were
always ringing us wanting to walk the track. The
Commission asked if wed officially open to the
public—we've had an easement with DOC and
the NZ Walkways Commission ever since”

At that stage though, money was ‘disappearing
into the farm like a black hole”according to the
accountant, says Barbara.

Aforestry company came knocking in the
mid-1990s.

“We were farming a lot of gorse at that stage. It was
a difficult farm with wild animal issues and a lot of
gorse. We put in some forestry, 200ha of pines, in
1995. That was just after we lost our eldest son Evan
(then 18) in the Cave Creek tragedy.

"Although we had the pine trees in partnership
with other investors, the project meant reducing
stock numbers. lan thought we needed to do
something else. We couldn't just wait for the
pine trees to grow. We needed the money. We
had to get a better cash flow. So we started

the camping ground. It doubled as a‘keep

New Zealand clean’campaign as well”

“Campervans had started parking on the boulder
bank overnight where there were no facilities

for them. We thought that was a business
opportunity”’

Afeasibility study was done, but the resource
consent in 2001 cost the Stuarts $20,000.

"It was at a time when camping grounds were
closing around the country because they weren't
economical. It's not a big camping ground. It has
its own water supply so we didn't want to get too
big too soon”

FEATURE

ABOVE: The Stuarts have 1,100 open-face Romney
ewes on their farm

OPPOSITE: The Stuart Family with lan and Barbara at the
top and below from left Hamish, Ellen, Anni and Sam

Barbara also went to work. She has been a regional
co-ordinator for the NZ Landcare Trust (based from
home) since 2000 working with private landowners
on sustainable land management issues on a
catchment scale on water quality issues—basically
helping farmers to improve water quality on their
properties, she says.

The Stuart family has farmed the original Cable
Station site since the early 1930s. lan’s parents Fred
and Tess Stuart took over the 81ha Cable Station
site after the Second World War and purchased
further land when the Huria Matenga Estate was
divided (Ngati Tama land). In 1965 they purchased
the Cain Estate part of the original Mackay
property (the first farm in Nelson).

The property is marginal gorse clad, steep hill
country but lan was able to exploit the deer
farming opportunity by capturing wild deer for
sale and also goats when those boom times were
on. He no longer farms deer but kept the goats
(now completely feral) for gorse control.

The Stuart family has farmed
the original Cable Station site
since the early 1930s.

“We would be a lot worse off without the goats
on the bluffs for weed control,’says Barbara.

Increasing subdivision for lifestyle blocks in the
Nelson North area brought a few more people
to Cable Bay. The camping ground attracted
more tourists to share the beauty and peace of
the area.

Barbara and lan have been on the farm since
they were married 40 years ago and are
passionate about the place. However, a stroke
in 2010 caused lan to take a step back from the
rigours of daily farming and as of July Tst (last
year) the next generation stepped in with sons
Sam and Hamish now running the farm and
camping ground respectively.

REAL FARMER
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Youngest son Sam and his wife Anni have leased
the farm under the trading name Drumduan

Ltd (named after the highest peak on the farm,
also known as Horoirangi). Sam was previously
working for Meadowbank Station in Marlborough
and had been shepherding in central North Island
(Ohinewairua and Papanui) and doing a Wanaka/
Hawea mustering run before that.

The Stuarts have 1,100 open-face Romney ewes
averaging 132 percent lambing. They are put to
Romney rams from Jackson's Piquet Hill Stud at
Ngaruawahia. About 300 of the older ewes go to
a terminal sire.

“It was a tough year with the drought last
year but we still took 400 off their mothers

in spite of the season. They weighed 16.6kg
carcass weight in the first cut on the seventh
of November and a drought-affected 15.5kg
after that. Then 600 stores averaging 25.5kg
liveweight off their mothers”

The cattle side of the business is an Aberdeen
Angus/Hereford cross herd with two bulls
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and 65 cows. The Herefords are sourced from
McConochie’s Lake Station at St Arnaud and
the Angus from the Martin Brothers' Angus
Enterprises at Wakefield.

Progeny are sold as weaners at the Brightwater
Saleyards in the autumn.“Sam has taken over
so progeny will be his responsibility now,”
Barbara says.

There's one block lan isn't giving up on yet. He is
developing six hectares at the Glen end its fenced

and limed but the drought meant the seed did
not germinate this spring. He likes the aspect and
has fenced off a part with a nice little wetland and
is keen to protect it.

Wild pigs are the main issue for Sam—~he lost
10ha of valuable grazing just before lambing
and is determined to put a stop to their
growing numbers.

“We can't afford to farm like that long term. We're
on a tight budget and we need to do the best we

can.To have $4,000 worth of grazing destroyed
at the most important time of year with lambs on
the ground. .. well, it's crucial for us to get on top
of them”

He is importing a new trap from the US. New cell
phone technology and a game camera means
Sam can watch a live stream of footage from the
trap and use his cell phone to simultaneously
drop the two gates at either end.

“Cable Bay was home

to New Zealand’s first

international telegraph
cablein 1876.”

“We can't just use a simple trap because we don't
want to catch one pig. We need to catch a whole
mob. It is not a toy, but a proper business decision
to rid us of something that is costing us a lot of
money and creating havoc,says Sam.

“It works overseas and | think we can make it work
here provided we keep the pig dogs away from

ABOVE: Some of the farms sheep population

BELOW: Cable Bay Farm has been home to a public
walkway along the beautiful coast bluff for more than
three decades

BELOW LEFT: Barbara and lan Stuart have farmed Cable
Bay for 40 years

the trap. We thought once the pine trees were
higher the pigs wouldn't have as many places to
hide. We have one guy who shoots about 100
pigs a year here and we're still not getting on top
of them, so we need to do something else”

The pigs breed up over summer so Sam is hoping
to have the trap in place by autumn.

Middle son Hamish, previously working in
possum control, and his partner Ellen have leased
the camping ground, Cable Bay Holiday Park. It



has powered and non-powered sites for caravans
and tents, as well as a couple of cabins.

“Hamish has also bought a Yamaha Viking from
America,’says Barbara.

“We are loving seeing the kids
run with these opportunities
and we do try to leave the work
to them.”

“It's like a quad bike but it takes six people
including the driver. They're planning to do tours
over the farm mainly for people staying at the
camp or for those not fit enough or with physical

disabilities who aren't able to do the walking track.

[t's all still in the very early stages of setting up.
They also have a little self-contained cabin they
have set up on the top overlooking the bluff to
offer as well. People can get a ride up to that and
have the peace and solitude of a night out of the
bluff as well”

lan and Barbara have also leased out the licensed
café at their front gate, Cable Bay Cakes and Bakes.

The walkway itself takes walkers through the middle
of a 120ha of native bush in the middle of the farm
protected by a QEll National Trust covenant.

“It has lovely sweeping views across Tasman Bay
and the boulder bank and Pepin Island just out

from us. It's not really an island but joined to the
mainland by a small boulder bank as part of the
Cable Bay/Delaware Bay estuary!’

As well as being a visitor destination in terms of
walking, snorkelling, boating and swimming. ..
the area is home to the 904ha, 5km long
Horoirangi Marine Reserve, which extends
northeast from Glenduan (the Glen) to Ataata
Point at the southern headland of Cable Bay.

There is also historic significance with a Historic

Places Trust monument beside the café. Cable
Bay was home to New Zealand's first international
telegraph cable in 1876.

‘It was cutting-edge technology when it left
Botany Bay in Australia. It was supposed to go

to Nelson but it only reached here. There was
quite a township here for a while—they were
training young men in morse code. It was a new
industry—it came from Plymouth in England all
the way to Nelson, New Zealand via the Middle
East and the top of the Northern Territory around
to Sydney and came this way. There was a whole
community living here in those days!’

FEATURE
because they tell you things the animals can well
deal with by themselves, but the intention is there
and the public do appreciate the ability to walk
through farmland and are trying to be helpful”
lan and Barbara also want to be helpful, but are
aware of not stepping on the toes of their sons
now wanting to move the businesses forward. It's
a delicate one. We are loving seeing the kids run
with these opportunities and we do try to leave
the work to them!

BELOW: The cattle side of the business is an Aberdeen
Angus Hereford cross herd

The cable burnt down in 1914 and was moved to
Wellington in 1917.

Although clearly farmland, Cable Bay is officially
part of Nelson City.

“Alot of locals love coming out here. They're great.

One of the benefits in having people walking on
the farm is that our stock are very quiet because
they're used to people.

Visitors also report to us if something’s not right up
on the hills. Of course that can be a nuisance too,

They do plan to stay for the long term though—
lan's 91 year old mother Tess still lives on the
farm and still likes to help docking lambs. What
we have has been built on the backs of our
pioneering forebears. We are part of that and it is
all appreciated.

“lan and | will endeavour to carry on the tradition.
We're still useful but in a more background

way. After the stroke we needed to make these
changes but we're not quite ready to put the rug
over our knees yet”
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TOTAL VEHICLE richmond
SERVICE & REPAIR
SPECIALISTS

auto

Where sexviee is numbey ONe

Our range of servicing includes:

= General Servicing & Repair

* Under-Car Service & Repair

= Under-Bonnet Service & Repair - Automotive Electrical

¢ Misc Setvice & Repate - Servicing & Tuning

No matter what kind of vehicle repai ire, please gi . : i :

a:all. irmdﬂﬁtdcilmmw%mm&?uﬁ::h mmmmﬁmm“a Englﬁe Mechanlcal repalrs

ST WL = Transmission Servicing Use yoyr

Ruralco Carg

- WOF and receive

@ \ a# @ 132? h‘ﬁff

We deliver on all our promises
WOF SERVICING REPAIRS TYRES and we take pride in our workmanship

Automotive Solutions Blenheim

42 Grove Road, Blenheim m
P03 578 3209 E blenheim@asgroupnz.co.nz m

Keep your stock hydrated

Talk to ATS today for all your trough/tank valves

Superflo Trough Valve Maxflo Trough/Tank Valve Fastflo Trough/Tank Valve

= “Slipper Fit Fiston™ design 1o «  Delivers high volurmes of water quickly = Compact vabwe suited
reduce valve sticking to confined spaces

= 570 L/min at 29 PSI
« 188 L/min at 29 PSI ,a-’"/r + 34 L/min at 20 P _,V"

0800 BUY ATS / 0800 289 287

Ashburton / Methven / Rakaia www.ats.co.nz
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Tech Tips

REGULAR

BECOME TECH-SAVVY WITH RURALCO’S TOP TECHNOLOGY TIPS

Storing photos and files in
the cloud

Did you know there's a place to save all of your precious digital
photos, files and music that you can access from anywhere? It's called
The Cloud and it provides storage space on the internet.

The Cloud is a fantastic place to keep all your digital photos, files and
music that you can access from anywhere that has internet on any
device.

The Cloud has many benefits whether you are using it for personal or
business, such as;
The ability to backup and retrieve your photos, files, and
documents should you unfortunately lose your mobile device or
tablet
The ability to share files and documents with friends and
colleagues
It removes the reliance for businesses to store crucial files on a
fallible, physical hard drive
Enables people to work remotely, and collaboratively so long as
they have an internet connection
There are a lot of great apps that will store your digital photos and
other data in The Cloud. Three of the biggest are Dropbox, iCloud, and
OneDrive, which are available for free through your phone’s app store.
Remember, when storing items in The Cloud it will use up data so
make sure that you connect to your nearest WiFi network, whether
that is at home, work or at your nearest café — that will ensure that you
won't chew through all your mobile data.
If you would like to know more about The Cloud or any of our other
products check out www.spark.co.nz/help/techinasec.

% Spark

Thanks from the team at Spark.
Never Stop Starting.

Keep your information up to
date

Did you know you can update your contact information on the
Ruralco website?

Simply log in to the Ruralco website, visit Profile under My Ruralco
and edit your information from there.

You can also set your preferences around how you would like us
to keep in touch with you, let us know your main farm type and
even fill out your interests to help us give you information that is
relevant to you.

Make Ruralco your homepage on
your desktop computer

This means that Ruralco will be the first webpage to appear when the browser
(internet) is opened. To achieve this for the browser you use, follow the simple

instructions below:

F

I

° e

o~ Internet Explorer
vy 9 1.

2.

Open Internet Explorer

Click the Tools button, and then click Internet
options.

On the General tab, under Home page, enter www.
ruralco.conz

Click Apply, and then tap or click OK.

Firefox

Open Firefox
Open a tab and enter www.ruralco.co.nz
Drag and drop that tab onto the Home button.

Click Yes to set this as your home page.

Google Chrome
1.

Open Google Chrome

2. Inthe top-right corner of your window, click the
Chrome menu.

3. Select Settings.

4. Under"Appearance” check the box Show Home
button.

5. Below"Show Home button,'click the link“Change
to choose your homepage!

6. Enter www.ruralco.conz

Safari

1. Open Safari

2. Enter www.ruralco.conz

3. Choose Safari > Preferences, and then click General.

4. Click"Set to Current Page”

For the most up to date instructions, search “set homepage“on your browser.
Instructions may vary depending on browser type and version.

Now you will be able to see all the new Ruralco suppliers and what Ruralco has
to offer as soon as you open your browser.

If you don't have a login visit www.ruralco.co.nz/create-a-login to create one. The login will be confirmed within one business working day.

REAL FARMER

49



The Beaurfiont Kitchen /) = iy Ashdene La Cocina Range

ETT O

Accessories Range 5\ ~ .. o h
| & o 38,40 / g k >
- - 4

| - - -

-
/
i ' )
=N !
Scanpan Utensils anly $7.25 eact m

L T T T T

-

Maxwell Williarms

Beautiful home decor s
and timeless gifts,
treat yourself at

AlS Gift &Homeware

Mosaico Towel
Collection

Distinction Albums
from 372 .60 each

Wall Clacks

oftly 344 T each

Ottoman Bedspread

frgm $2584.50

Stanley Rogers
Ibary Cutlery Set

only 3167.50

%) Cleveland Jumbo
Tes Towels g Pack
only $11.40

e

L T T T

Alumenti Jugs
Maoowrell Williarms from $38.00 each [

Pistol Grip 6 Piace 5/5 ] | For luxurious |Eﬁen5. glﬂ: & homeware
Steak Knife Box Set vy
- must haves, visit us today

oty $60.00

Jarmie Oliver Art Glass

L A Kitcherware Caollectable
ﬂ-ﬂ !‘ frorm $20.00 eat Rogsters
| § only $12. 70 each
.
! A 2 H
DESCLAIMER: FROJCAICTS ARALARLE THROUGH TS STORFS -r.-'w-TKn' CF A5 PICTLISED: WE CAMNOT GUARANTEE AVARJBH TY OF STOOKOM ALL PCTURED TERY;

0B00 BUY ATS (289 287) Ashburton / Methven £ Rakaia www.ats.co.nz A I S
| s— —

50‘ REAL FARMER



PROFILE

Robot dispenser gives
pharmacy the edge

A cutting-edge robotic medicine dispenser is allowing Ashburton pharmacists Jane Kelly
and Rachel Eaton to spend more time helping customers with their health issues.

BY LINDA CLARKE

i
T
e e i

Recently they have become the only pharmacists
in Ashburton accredited to supply Sildenafil,
which is the Viagra equivalent.

Instead of spending hours counting tablets

and repacking medicines, the Life Pharmacy
owners have invested in a robot dispenser that
takes less than a minute to fill a prescription.
The dispensing programme interfaces with the
robot, telling it what should be packed and
where and when, e.g. breakfast, lunch or dinner.
The robot drops the exact tablets precisely into
the packing material which is then manually
sealed and ready to go.

The Alpaca robot is the second of its kind in the
South Island and reflects the pharmacy’s aim to be
at the top of their game. They are keen to embrace
new innovations in pharmacy and are already
investigating a second robot which will pack
directly into vials for general daily dispensing.
Jane and Rachel bought the pharmacy,

then known as Unichem, from well-known
pharmacist and local body politician Bede
O'Malley in 2007 after working part-time with a
small share in the business.

They have grown both the dispensing and

retail side, embracing new technology like the
robotic dispenser, and becoming accredited to
give vaccinations for influenza, meningococcal
disease, shingles and whooping cough, as well as
medication for uncomplicated urinary infections
and the emergency contraceptive pill. They
provide dispensing services to two Ashburton rest-
homes and Idea Services, help patients manage
medications with medical packing, and provide a
community delivery service.

The pharmacy has rebranded recently to
become a Life Pharmacy, as part of the Green
Cross Health group. The wider health group has
around 300 pharmacies and offers many chances
for pharmacists to keep abreast of trends and
health developments. Rachel and Jane have just
completed a new qualification around wound
care and diabetic foot care.

The pharmacy has a high-profile site on the
corner of Burnett and East Streets, and the
dispensary and retail space was refurbished

in 2011, adding upstairs therapy rooms and
spaces to hold skincare or make-up workshops.
There is also a private consultation area where
Jane, Rachel and the pharmacy’s other full-time
pharmacist Melissa West can talk to patients.

The size and layout of the store is important to
showcase the huge range of products available,
from skincare and make-up by Shiseido and
Elizabeth Arden to hair products, first aid supplies
and health remedies and supplements.

The experienced staff instore are experts, with
awards for customer service. The pharmacy
employs 16 full and part-time staff, who work

ABOVE TOP: The beauty counter at Life Pharmacy in
Ashburton

ABOVE: Rachel Eaton and Jane Kelly

MAIN IMAGE: The Alpaca robot dispenser that takes less
than a minute to fill a prescription

in the dispensing and retail areas. Experience
and ongoing training are important and Life
Pharmacy encourages them to undertake a
dispensing technician’s course or some sort of
retail education through a polytechnic.

Jane and Rachel are hands-on as both
pharmacists and owners, providing plenty of
interaction with customers. They say the time
saved by the robotic dispenser has meant more
time to work with clients, who are increasingly
consulting with pharmacists before deciding to
book an appointment with their GP.

Pre-robot, two technicians spent four or five days
aweek packing pills; now packing time has more
than halved. The automatic hands-free dispensing
system also has a lower error rate when compared
to repetitive manual dispensing tasks.

The robot contains units for 120 of the
pharmacy’s fastest-moving tablets, and pill
bottles and blister packs in different sizes. The
units are easily refilled and the system barcoded
o ensure No Mix-ups.

Ashburton

tife®

Corner East & Burnett Streets

UniASH@xtra.co.nz

Tel 03 308 7222
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Plan ahead
for the
upcoming
Hay Season

CONTACT THE
EXPERTS AT
TINWALD CANVAS

AVAILABLE IN | L Op
MAXTARP | 29x4m, 25x8m, 25x12m | . o¢

Ph 03 307 2354
Email tincanup@xtra.co.nz
115 Archibald St, Tinwald, Ashburton

U holster & Shade
P Y www.tinwaldcanvas.co.nz m

e Gt Yorw Comrad

Maximise your crop vyield

ATS has a wide range of cost-effective insecticides, to ensure
you are getting the most from your crop.

Dimezyl 40EC Bestseller 100EC fpm—
—
« Dimethoate broad spectrum « A quick acting synthetic pyrathroid : -
insecticide with systemic and insecticide which works by both
COoNtact action, contact and ingestion.

« Highly cost-effective
protection - Cerals, Luceme,
Pasture and Fodder crops.

« PACKSIZE 5L

+ [Excellent rainfastness properties,
due to its rapid absorption into
the plant cell wall

= Excellent residual control.

« PACK SIZE 5L

-‘.wf-,-_l-'_ n;- tered] ey
of Ackia N2 [1d, l'"l. e
T I 1.|.-' T 1997, Approsal

Koy 5 -: &)

www.ats.co.nz m— A I S —
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REGULAR

Fuel prices

continue to fall

Fuel prices have continued to fall at the pump, which is
good news for Ruralco Cardholders also receiving an extra
12¢" off the pump price with their Ruralco Card or Ruralco

Mobilcard. sy «kaTe TAvLOR

As at 14 January, national average prices
were $1.079 for diesel, $1.729 for petrol 91
and $1.819 for petrol 95. There have been 20
petrol cuts since mid-October amounting to
49¢ per litre.

For diesel the reduction has been 45¢ per

litre. These drops are due to the continuing
reduction in international commodity prices,
now the lowest in nearly five years, said Ruralco’s
Fuel Account Manager Don Joseph.

United States shale production has meant they
are producing their oil needs internally but in a
depressed world market. This combined with
OPEC deciding to maintain its present level of
production is the main reason we have seen
further price reductions.

OPEC-Saudi Arabia blocked moves from smaller
producers to curb output in the belief that by doing
so, low prices would ultimately hurt US shale oil.

Venezuela has really suffered from the price
reductions along with Russia and Iran—these
economies are all based mainly on their energy.

“Discounts at the pump have also continued
in New Zealand with competition among

oil companies and distributors to regain lost
market share”

So what does all this mean for Ruralco Card or
Ruralco Mobilcard holders? You will continue

to get the best deal at the pumps thanks to the
dropping prices on top of membership discounts.

Some competitors have advertised up to 23¢ off
bulk fuel purchases but the emphasis here is on
the“up to"as we don't hear of many customers
actually receiving the highest discount amount,
plus the discount offered has been lowered to 20¢.

“Cardholders have advised Ruralco when they
called another company to enquire about the bulk
fuel discount; they were asked what their usage
was. They were told it would be around 8¢ or more
depending on volume used, so again, the words
“Up to"are important to note.’

Ruralco uses three suppliers to compare weekly
bulk fuel pricing from each—Allied Petroleum,
RD Petroleum and NPD or Nelson Petroleum
Distribution (with Allied and NPD being Ruralco's
two bulk fuel suppliers).

Allied has been supplying Ruralco Cardholders for
many years. They are a valuable bulk fuel partner
with an international reputation for safety and
quality standards. With a large network of service
stations and truck stops to meet rural community
needs, the Allied motto is “we never run out”has

uel

been well received by farmers and contractors
who rely on supply when it is needed.

NPD has recently been added as an additional
bulk fuel supplier for cardholders. It is an
independent wholesale fuel distributor with
45 years of experience and 30 retail sites in the
South Island. NPD also has bulk fuel storage
tanks available including trailer tanks and

ute tanks for hire to cardholders, specifically
for those high users of around 80,000 litres
per year. These are particularly useful for
contractors who have a few months of high
fuel usage and then some months with low
fuel usage but meet the overall annual volume
required and want to make sure supply is
available during their busy periods.

"We believe through Allied and NPD we

can match or better all market offers for our
cardholders. Our bulk fuel discounts have
been up to 24¢ off the pump price but as
the prices at the pump have decreased, we
anticipate the bulk fuel discount to be less
competitive against the fuel card discount,
and that gap will close”

Ruralco is here to make sure cardholders get the
best on-farm fuel deals so if you feel at any time
our pricing is not competitive, please let us know,
says Don. It will be followed up as the objective is
to use the power of the combined members to
obtain the best prices for real farmers.

Members can use one of two cards to purchase
fuel—the Ruralco Card or the Ruralco Mobilcard.
Unlike some competitors, Ruralco does not charge
monthly card or transaction fees and there are no
requirements for other farm purchases through
Ruralco and the discount is off the pump price,
not the listed national price.

The Ruralco Card provides a discount of 12¢* off
the pump price at any Mobil station throughout
New Zealand (shown as a credit on your monthly
account). This card also provides access to the
Ruralco supplier network with more than 2,000
businesses nationwide.

The Ruralco Mobilcard can be used at outside
pump terminals or truck stops and all listed
Mobil, Allied, NPD and Pak’n Save stations and
truck stops nationwide as well as New World,
Waitomo, Weallens Stations and truck stops in
the North Island. Plus you still get the 12*¢ off
the pump price.

*No volume limits. Discount current as at 20 October 2014

and is subject to change. Not available at convenience
stations or in conjunction with other discounts or offers.

For more information or if you have any questions
contact Don Joseph on 0800 RURALNZ (787 256).

REAL FARMER |53



Talk to

ATS SEED today

Providing all your cropping and pasture seed options

(289 287)

PAINTING
SERVICES
AVAILABLE

Bradford Painting Ltd provides interior and
exterior surface protection on buildings from
small domestic to large-scale commercial.

This includes domestic interior decorating,
often using a combination of wallpapers and
paints. Bradford Painting aims to provide the
best long-term result and prides itself on a
high standard of workmanship.

Call Richard today on 027 279 8952
www.bradfords.co.nz

@ BRADFORD

PAINTING LTD

Tim Dale Bob O'Reilly
ATS Seed e Seed Sabes
General Manager h and Logistics
027 2729580 0800 BUY ATS

Blair Franklin
Grain & Seed
Coordinator

Y-, 027 227 7048

P

Cantactthe team today on

0800 BUY ATS (289 287)

the things
you
workaard
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Protect

Call us today to find a cost effective
solution to your insurance needs.

Rothbury Ashburton. T: 03 308 g612
6g Tancred Street, Ashburton 3700




We’ve got it all covered. ..

arthwurks

Community = . . . # Landscape
Support aﬁh RNEPE':I _ @8 Supplies

Ashburton Contracting Limited
P 03 308 4039 A South Street, Ashburton W www.ashcon.co.nz
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Gol auto elecltrical, mechanical,

or hydraulic problems?

Meet Steve...

Steve is our Jack of all Trades.
He is a quakied Meachamc with
experience in agricultural
equipment

Meel Greg...

Greg brings over 34 years
expenence in the local auto
electrical industry to the
AutoSparks team,

J

Call the experts on 307 2696 2rropcon Mobil Hise

: (
o 7l I a3 :- &
5 2 A i H l i -'.
; iy

=

; A " i \ i I " 4 'ﬁ¥ | - N ’
"y : | A ) 7 ] 1 b
finia & fayden  prifile) ’u \ il ) g flod %r Mike
Mangin o EM'HH!HM i , ﬁ; ~ . Pelly Enrwu [ o) Utul!:i-!nn J'k Fenia Cokgan, e

Smith Hbosey 1 W

187 Alford Forest Road, Ashburton
307 2696 | 0274 55 22 72 © autosparks@xtra.co.nz

I it doesn't go, let us know!

RealFarmer

FOR EVERYTHING FARMING AND FAMILY

RURALCO NZ LIMITED
PO Box 433, Ashburton 7740

0800 RURALNZ (787 256)
wwwi.ruralco.conz

EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES:

I I I re ‘ a rd S l Our team welcome your contributions, enquiries and letters.

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES:
Please contact the Marketing Department on:

Please post or email to: marketing@ruralco.co.nz

account?
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Tel: 0800 RURALNZ (787 256); marketing@ruralco.co.nz
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REGULAR ARTICLES:

Animal Health

lan Hodge

Veterinarian

VetEnt Riverside Ashburton

Tel 03 308 2321
riverside@vetent.co.nz
www.vetent.co.nz

Opinion

Ele Ludemann
Homepaddock.wordpress.com

Nutrition

Craig Trotter

Centre for Dairy Excellence
Tel 03 693 1045
info@dairyexcellence.co.nz
www.dairyexcellence.conz



Ruralco News

Visit us at the Wanaka A&GP Show

13-14 March 2015

We will be at the Wanaka A&P Show on 13-14 March 2015. Find us in

the Ravensdown tent. Make a weekend of it, bring the family and be
entertained on the shores of Lake Wanaka—known as one of the best
shows in the South Island. Remember to bring your Ruralco Card for great
deals on the day with all businesses that accept the Ruralco card.

Are you coming to the South Island Agricultural
Field Days?

25-27 March 2015

We are going to be at the South Island Agricultural Field Days and we are
bringing some suppliers with us. This three day event is held at Kirwee
(1191 Courtenay Road) on 25-27 March. The field days give farmers and
others in the rural sector the opportunity to see the latest in agricultural
machinery and services that are available on the market, particularly
home grown products. We would love to catch up with you in the Ruralco
marquee, so drop in for a hot drink and catch up with the team.

al n@ @FL)

0800 544 6162

Additional bulk fuel distributor comes on board

Nelson Petroleum Distributors (NPD) has recently come on board as a

bulk on-farm fuel provider. This new Ruralco partner is well known for its
flexibility and competitive price.

NPD currently has 29 retail sites in the South Island, delivering bulk fuel
throughout the Nelson, Marlborough, West Coast and Canterbury regions
with aims to expand nationwide. Plus they also provide an extensive range
of equipment including storage tanks for Ruralco Cardholders.

Check out page 53 for more information on bulk fuel.

Find a Ruralco fuel station quickly and easily on
your mobile phone

Simply follow the steps below and save the Ruralco website to your home
screen of your mobile phone and you'll have access* to a full list of fuel
stations which accept the Ruralco Card no matter where you are.

*You must have an internet connection, either through the cellular network or Wi-Fi to
connect to the Ruralco website

You will be able to see the current discount offered, the distance to the
station from your current location and even directions on how to get there.

APPLE

1. Visit www.ruralco.co.nz in Safari

2. Taptheicon [ﬁ

3. Select’Add to Homescreen'from the options which appear
4. Add

ANDROID

1. Visit wwwi.ruralco.co.nz in your internet browser
2. Press the menu button
3. Select’Add Shortcut'from the options which appear

Check out our Facebook page

If you get caught on camera by the Ruralco team at any
events, you will be able to find those photos on our Facebook
page www.facebook.co.nz/ruralco. We also post the latest
publications and any exclusive deals to you. So stay in the
loop by liking the Ruralco page and Ruralco posts will then
appear on your Facebook home page.

Valentine’s Day is nearly here
14 February 2015

Finding that something special is easy with Ruralco.
You have access to deals at a wide variety of florists, gift
shops, restaurants and jewellers that accept the Ruralco Card.

Get the perfect gift for your someone special, and a discount too!
Check out www.ruralco.co.nz/suppliers to find a supplier near you.

If you are a Ruralco Cardholder and your card has been lost or stolen, you should contact your co-operative immediately. In all cases, be sure to quote
your member number—this can be found on your statement. ATS 0800 BUY ATS (289 287) or Ravensdown 0800 100 123
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Classifieds
UPPER SOUTH ISLAND

- - il .. —_—

_...--"': r_" _.R/ --'—-\
AIRPARE CANTERBURY BAS1S II,# \l
Alrpark Canterbury Ltd is the SUPPLIERS OF We specialise in: ROBB IE’S

anly privately owned 24hr off-site wies ; A
airport car park in Christchurch « Air, fuel and cil filters * air conditioning
2 « Penvrite lubricants * battery sales
v « Rubbers seals & mounts * starter & altemator repairs + Great atmosphere and fiendly staff
OreN 24/7 » Die cast & kit set models bkl i - Alarge variety of quality beverages
HIRTESY & T TEIF . M
"'Jll'r‘ﬁ'-?fI:Mlslihi\'ihﬂﬂlﬂl:\‘_vfmbtﬂlhuw!' = Tenag tools * Winng repairs |ndlﬂrl]utﬂﬁ&m
. | Exi :, batteris = commercial & agricultural « Avast selection of Kiwi cuisine
« £x1de Datteries EI."LI.IiDI'I'IEI'IT "
+V Belts = srvice vehicles available » Great 10% OFF
for callouts WITH RYRALCo

CARD

Ph: 03 572 BBBO

E: sales@basisnz.co.nz
0800 AIR FARK [24 77 217 " "
n s Rk ! m 31 High 5t, Renwick

134 Beach Rd, Kaikoura
E kaikoura@robbiesbar-bistro.conz

5 Opawa St. Blenheim

guality We have
everything you
ET need to decorate.

) 7, Yy
) Z!ﬁm PHARMACY

Motuekas 7 day Pharmacy colour el

discounts and a quality
e Resene finish on
dvice ,
your project.

Sunscreens, cosmetics, skincare,
Hayfever, allergy & sting relief,

. . | i . ~
Insect repellents. Vitamins. As ;E‘Ir}z;ﬁrzf;:im;;i::tdﬁ' wallpaper Come in and see us
igital photo developin ce. = We o -
Digital photo developing servi meragament, heelth chacks & _ today at your local
curtains  Resene ColorShop.

10% off when using your Ruralco Card® stock a wide range of gifts
*extutiog sale bed promational s & prescrigtion. AGE & RURAL DELIVERY COURIES

=1
oo | RESene

mmsimem  Bhe pauink the profess

0BOO RESENE (737 363)

WL resene.co.ng

OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm
Sat %am - 1pm £ 5un 102m - 1pm

125 High 5t, Motueka

Bede O'Malley, 70 Cleghom 5t,
Redwood Village, Blenheim
Ph03 5785748 - Fax 03 578 3233
bede@redwoodtownpharmacy.conz

541 8416 or 0B00tablet
shopawakefieldpharmacy.co.nz

Ph03 5284196/ Fax 03 528 9816
baypharmacy@clear.net.nz

Active Solar o |
Photovoltaic or JEWELLERY | WATCHES

(TSRS

lIiIII‘w‘

-
gl F LT T TP TS L

Mikes

H[]'I'I'EHS & CHAINSAWS

SELLING THE BEST- SERVICING THE REST

STOCKISTS OF
WHusqgvarna
< POLARIS
Use your Ruralco Card and get
20% off jewellery & 15% off 10 Nelson St, Blenheim 7201
watches® EXCLUDING SALE TEW sales@mikesmowers.co.nz

Phone 03 544 2457
Richmaond Mall, Richmond, Nelson

www.activesolar.co.nz www.christies.co.nz

Ph 03 577 9933
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AIRPAREK CANTERBURY
Airpark Canterbury Ltd is the

only privately owned 24hr off-site
airport car park in Christchurch

. N
OPEN 24/7

FREE COURTESY SHUTTLE!
“Suppert Christchurch privalaly ouwmed looal busing™

n 0200 AIR PARK (24 77 27]

Umbrellas

For stylish shade solutions,
visit www.petermay.co.nz
to find out more.

PETER MAY

We have
everything you
need to decorate,

guality

ET

Enjoy Ruralco
discounts and a quality
Resene finish on
your project.

colour

Qice

wallpaper Come inand see us
today at your local
Resene ColorShop.

curtains

G

0BOO RESENE (737 363)
WWW.IESENEL0.NT

Qb!fSﬂ & PETROLS

TRUCKS  pipgiis N AUTOMECHANCAL
LUBES

NEW

10 R0 LLESTON

SERVICING

FLEET WORK
BOATS

DIESEL INJECTOR
& PUMP SERVICING
ENGINE TUNING
BRAKES

MAXXIS TYRES
WHEEL ALIGNMENTS
BATTERIES

WOF's

CAMBELTS

LERRRLRR LRsRLLs

837 Jones Road, Rolleston
Call Simon on 347 7110 or 027 272 9213

OUTDOOR SHADES
AWHNINGS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR BLINDS
MARQUEE MANUFACTURING
MARQUEE & EVENT HIRE
MOTOR TRIMMING
BOAT COVERS
CUSTOM MADE COVERS

A

CLAUSENS

86 HIGH STREET, LEESTON

03 324 3707 =]

WWW.CLAUSENS.CO.NZ

WRIGHTS

DRYCLEANERS

The professionals
you can trust

WRIGHTS DRYCLEANERS

|

Phone 307 8360
8 Grey 5t, Ashburton

www.wrightsdrycleaners.co.nz

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND

LIGHTING

Performance, work, safety & upgrades

£ 9

e

-

®

LED Work Lights, LED Light Bars, LED Hashing
Beacons, LED Flashing Light Bars, HID Work
Lights and HID Driving Lights.

Phone 03 308 8888

237 Alford Forest Road
ASHBURTON

é o )

Ashburton Cleaning Sarvices

Pre Inspection &
Regular Cleaning
contracts
Dairy Housing
Domestic Housing

Industrial
Commercial

PO Box 133
Ashburton

Tel: 03 307 2656 m

@fo@oshbur’roncleoning.co.nZJ

riibnr sTome (4
Largast
Suppliers
eff guality
Ehgineering
Sup Dﬁﬁgg iy
Canteroury

Ph: 03 308-9317

0800 F STORE

wwnw. thefrontstore.co.nz

y 7))

For your farm truck we
have a huge range of tail
lights, headlights and
indicators—non genuine
at lower prices.

Specialists in
AUTO RECYCLING
for all your panels, parts and tyres

PHONE 308 8634

40 Robinson St, m

Riverside Industrial
Estate, Ashburton

Comput'ng
Solut'ons

Ashburton’s leading
computer company.

144 Moore St
Ashburton

Ph: 03 308 3400
Fax: 03 308 3401

Email: info@comsol.net.nz

www.comsol.net.nz

Ph 03 308 3342

85 Harrison 5t, Ashburton
www.allentonflorist.co.nz
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CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND

NOW
ACCEPTING

YOUR RURALCO
CARD HERE

= Function Room Hire
« Xmas Staff Functions

+ Bar facilities - Sports Bar

« Bottle Store
= Equipment Hire

= Mew Member

Ashburton Club & MSA
Havelock 5t, Ashburton

www.ashburtonclub.co.nz

PASSION FOR POWER
AND PERFORMANCE

HOOPERS 35t B

shburte
www.hoopers.co.

e

14 ._'|-.'||.|r-"-_ Saddlery

Stockists of all leading suppliers,
including: Weatherbeeta, Zilco, Arion,
Stubben and Windsor apparel

Large range of feeds and supplements

637 Lineside Rd, Rangiora
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THE ASHEURTON
FURNITURE MOVERS
DIFFERENCE

ashburton
furniture
movers ltd

177 Alford Forest Road
Ashburton

Tel 03 308 58 42

Fax 03 308 5842 -

ashburtonmarine@xtra.co.nz
www.ashburtonmarine.co.nz

PANEL BEATING
SPRAY PAINTING

Repairs, Refurbishment
and Maintenance of...

Trucks, Buses, Coaches &
Motorhomes, Caravans,
Trailers & Farm Machinery,
Horse Coaches & Floats, Jet
Boats & Light Engineering.

17 Range St
(Industrial Estate)
Ashburton

Phone 307 0378

Insurance Work

We specialise in
Awnings = Gates and fences
Balustrades = Wardrobes

Security and insect s

“"PEST CONTROL

* Fly Control

* Fleas/Ants

* Moss/Lichen

* Spider Proofing

* Whitetails
st
* Dairy Shed WLk

0800 BUG OFF

284 633

Grant Smith
Smithfield Road, Ashi

Jetting now
available

ASHEBURTONW

LU WASTE DlarodaL

Phone 03 308 5293
or 0274 333 563

Hydraulink

e e S U
Hose and Fittings

Hydraulink

Mid Canterbury Lid.

FOR ALL YOUR
HYDRAULIC
REQUIREMENTS

24 hours
7 days service

39 Robinson 5t, Ashburton

0 Phone 308 8848

AGEMTS FOR INCOLN
LUBRICATION 5YSTEMS

It’s an ideal time
to control

CLUSTER
FLIES

SPIDERBAN

0800556778
308 0051

www.spiderban.co.nz

Website design

Affordolble web presence

Only $250
for your site design
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AIRPARK CANTERBURY
P APPLIANCES
100% Selectrix Invercargill
are proud to be suppliers

to Ruralco
We are stockists of leading brands of
whiteware, audio visual and small
appliances. We also service most
brands of whiteware

that we sell in our own
service centre

Airpark Canterbury Ltd is the
only privately owned 24hr off-site
airport car park in Christchurch

OPEN 24/7

FREE COLURTESY SHUTTLE!
“Suppert Chrisicharch privalely owmed loc:

AR N

nﬂannmnmaunrn?u m
Pered abparkcantercuryco.ng

/
Awa rua

ynergy

Insulation * Heating « LED Lighting
Haot Water Heat Pump
Solar PV Systems * Wind Turbine

Call us today m

www.awaruasynergy.co.

0800 WARM SOUTH

Centrepoint SHOP

Cnr Dee & Thar
Invercargill

Ph: 211 3650

www.stihlshop.co.nz

nﬂﬁihgojmmﬂ

South City

STIHL SHOP ™ Winton
Cnr Elles Rd & Tweed 5t, 177 Great North Rd
Invercargill WINTON
Phone 03 236 8585

Ph: 218 9?29

winton@stihishop.conz ke

LOWER SOUTH ISLAND

We have
everything you
need to decorate,

quality

ET

CLOTHING 8 ACCESSORIES - N
Enjoy Ruralco

discounts and a quality
Resene finish on
your project.

colour

ﬁrice

wallpaper Come in and see us
today at your local
Resene ColorShop.

Stockists of a wide range
of designer labels including:

Kelz-Ke, Augusline, Loobies, .
: curtains

Phone 03 236 1206
202 Great North Road,
WINTON
DBOO RESENE (737 363)

VWV MESENE.C0.NT

www.impresswinton.co.nz

Prnudly
serving

our rural

heartland for
generatmns

CALL USNOW FORYOUR
FREE MEASURE AND QUOTE

CALL [03) 218 1060 ;
46 Yarrow St, Invercargill

1hs your lacal

it Invercargill
(03 218 2059
www.ehayes.co. nz

OPEN 7 DAYS

KT

WE COVER ALL YOUR Ahhie:-’s Coyhtry
PLUMBING NEEDS Quilt Store

Browse our website and purchase
onlire with your Ruralco Card at

LASER PLUMEING GORE

% Laser

CONTACT US TODAY

Ph 03 208 6299 -
33 Gorton 5t, Gore m

FARRSCS | PATTIRMG GiIFT: LAY

7 Main South Road, Tinwald,
Ashburton 7700, New fealand
Ph 03 307 6277
E rachel@anniesquilts.co.nz

IENNNNNNNENENNEEND
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gore@laserplumbing.co.nz



Use your Ruralco Card or Ruralco Mobilcard &

save 12¢
per litre’

off the pump price at over 380 service
stations everyday nationwide

RURALCO CARD RURALCO MOBILCARD
This is the charge card for the real farmer, “Ygugzes® This card means you can kit out an ;
offering great discounts for all your farming entire fleet of farm, work or family vehicles
and family needs and gives you: and gives you:
o 12¢* per litre off the fuel pump price at e 12¢* per litre off the fuel pump price
any Mobil Service Station nationwide; with the most extensive network of fuel
* Plus access to an ever increasing network Out_lets in New Zealand, over 380 stations
of local and national suppliers; nationwide;
« The ability to monitor fuel spend by vehicle * The ability to monitor fuel spend by vehicle
and set spending limits if required; and set spending limits if required;
« Pin security; + Control over purchases by selecting petrol
« All purchases listed on one monthly o-nly, dles.el i erallnichasest
account. * Pin security;
* All purchases listed by individual cards on
one monthly account.

Check the Ruralco website for locations and full
discount details www.ruralco.co.nz/fuel

| | COI
0800 RURALNZ (787 256) i www.ruralco.conz i  Real detcoumnts for real farmers Ru ra



